THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE
CENTRAL TEXAS COUNCIL
OF TEACHERS OF MATHEMATICS

Saturday, February 21, 2026
Bledsoe-Miller STEAM Center

8:00 — 8:25 am Registration/Continental Breakfast
8:30 — 8:45 am CTCTM Spring Meeting
8:45-9:30 am Opening Session/Keynote Address

9:40 am-12:00 pm Breakout Sessions

Keynote Speaker
Dr. Jon Eckert
Educational Leadership, Baylor University
The Joy of Mathematics

Joy is not freedom from struggle. Joy is the fuel to struggle well. Math is a great
invitation to productive struggle for students. In this session we will identify three
practical ways to invite students into adversity (and fun) that leads to joy.

Room # 125B-Multipurpose Room

WIFI
Network: Community Wifi and click “Accept”



Time: 9:40 am — 10:20 am

Room: #213-Upstairs Classroom Grade Levels: PK-5
Topic: Math is Hard: But we Do Hard things!

Speaker: Meredith Frey, Baylor University

Sing multiplication songs, engage students in the conceptual, pictorial, and abstract (CPA) process and
walk away with strategies to infuse joy in the hard!

Room: #107-Flex Classroom Grade Levels: 3-8
Topic: Making Thinking Visible with Clothesline Math

Speaker: Sara Teichelmann, Baylor University

A hands-on PD introducing clothesline math to build number sense, encourage reasoning, and gather
real-time formative assessment through student discourse.

Room: #127A-Seminar Room Grade Levels: 6-College
Topic: Beyond Add and Divide, Making Sense of Mean

Speaker: Brentley Bendewald, Tarleton State University

Engage in a hands-on exploration that builds mean as balance, then connect this reasoning to creating
and unpacking the mean formula and later applications.

Room: #108-Makerspace Grade Levels 6-12
Topic: Leveraging the CRA Progression to Bridge Conceptual and Abstract Understanding in
Secondary Mathematics

Speaker: Heather Walker, ESC Region 12

Explore how manipulatives support the concrete-representational-abstract progression, helping
secondary students build conceptual understanding and transition confidently from models to abstract
mathematical algorithms.

Room: Atrium Grade Levels: PK-College
Topic: Geometry in Art

Speaker: Noa Haim, the Netherlands

Explore geometry in art with Dutch artist Noa Haim in this hands-on activity building a large-scale
sculpture in real time. Engage in blending creativity, problem-solving, and teamwork in a high energy,
participatory environment.
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Time: 10:30 am —11:10 am

Room: #107-Flex Classroom Grade Levels: PK-5
Topic: Math Talks that Matter: Building Fluency Every Day

Speaker: Wendi Singletary, Baylor University

Learn how incorporating daily math talks helps students strengthen fluency, critical thinking and

academic vocabulary through purposeful discussion to explain, justify, and refine mathematical
thinking.

Room: #119-Robotics Lab Grade Levels: K-5
Topic: Bring Math to Life with Robots

Speaker: Lindsey Helton, STEAM Center

Explore how different robots your school may have can be used to reinforce critical math skills while
teaching coding.

Room: #213-Upstairs Classroom Grade Levels: 3-8
Topic: Enhancing Engagement and Student Outcomes in Mathematics by Writing

Speaker: MaKenzie Talbert & Cassie Martinez, Clifton Elementary

Using writing as formative assessment to evaluate thinking and methodology in mathematics, not just
correct answers, and to improve mathematical fluency.

Room: #101-Digital Lab 1 Grade Levels: 6-College
Topic: Using CODAP to Transform Statistics

Speaker: Ian Grisby, Baylor University

We demonstrate CODAP, “a free web-based app designed to support students in learning and doing
data science” and its use when teaching statistical concepts.

Room: #127A-Seminar Room Grade Levels PK-12
Topic: Reimagining Inclusive STEM: A Panel of Equity, Innovation, and Access in Special
Education

Speakers: Bree Jimenez, Tracey Sulak, Joshua Dry, Audrey Nolan, Shannon Eshman, Baylor
University

Special education must lead-not follow-in STEM reform, using classroom-ready strategies for diverse
learners, including Twice-Exceptional students, through research, training, and collaborative teacher
preparation.

Be sure to take a tour of the STEAM Center immediately following the conference. All
interested should meet in the Multipurpose Room where the keynote address
occurred.
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Time: 11:20 am —12:00 pm

Room: #127A Seminar Grade Levels: PK-2
Topic: Counting Collections

Speakers: Andrea Martinez, Baylor University & Angelica Gillaspy, La Vega Primary

Discover the joy of mathematics as Counting Collections engages learners in counting, reasoning, and
sharing strategies that make number sense visible, joyful, and deeply meaningful.

Room: #107-Flex Classroom Grade Levels: PK-5
Topic: Creating a Classroom Math Community Full of Thinking, Depth, and Joy

Speaker: Cristie Montgomery, Midway ISD & Madilyn Foster, Baylor University

In this session, we will explore ways to deepen students’ mathematical thinking and build a community
where risk-taking and love of math is encouraged.

Room: #213-Upstairs Classroom Grade Levels: 6-12
Topic: The Power of Yet: Building Growth Mindsets that Stick

Speakers: Sandi Patrick Robinson ISD & London Zirretta, Baylor University

Smash the glass wall of “I can’t” and spark a classroom that says “I can.” Fast, practical strategies you
can use tomorrow to build a growth mindset, boost persistence, and celebrate effort over perfection.

Room: #101-Digital Lab 1 Grade Levels: 9-12
Topic: Al as a Teaching and Learning Companion

Speaker: Amy Goodman

We will examine some best practices for prompt engineering and discuss beneficial uses of Al as an
intelligent tutor in high school/college mathematics.

SPECIAL THANKS
to Lindsey Helton and other reps from the STEAM Center for their support and assistance
to CTCTM for breakfast
to the Department of Curriculum & Instruction for printing the programs
to all CTCTM officers in securing door prizes and conference assistance
to the great speakers who presented sessions today and
to those who attended CTCTM 2026

so that students of Central Texas will receive the very best math education possible!
See you in 2027!

CTCTM -4 -
February 21, 2026



