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Message from the President, Arash Abnoussi 

 

 

 
Greetings, Mathematics Educators! 
 
Another school year has begun, bringing along another year of adventure in the 
world of teaching and learning. This journey will hopefully culminate into all of our 
students’ success. Every year, I hold a keen interest in a mathematical topic that 
could be utilized more effectively in my own practice. This time around, I have 
decided to make “Communicating Mathematically” the focus. While visiting the 
schools in our region and engaging in dialogue with our students and educators, I 
have come to realize that there is a dire need for methodically training our 
students, as well as ourselves to promote communication skills within our learning 
circles. We all know very well that developing a mathematical skill demands a 
great deal of time, commitment, and collaboration. 
 

As a member of Central Texas Math family, CTCTM is committed to fully support 
all of our regional math teachers by providing opportunities to share ideas and 
best practices in mathematics. One of the successful methods by which we 
achieve this goal is through the ongoing collaboration with our local educators 
during our annual meetings. I encourage you to join us and to continue supporting 
your students by yearly participation in our events, as well as through your 
CTCTM membership! 
 

 I look forward to a productive year of collaboration with all of you.  
  

 

Sincerely, 
 

Arash Abnoussi 
 
 
 
 
 



https://bit.ly/2NBWvQR
www.ctctm.net


 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



  

Small Group Instruction in the Elementary Classroom  
 
Small group instruction is a staple in many mathematics classrooms.  Perhaps you have 
pulled small groups after extensive whole group instruction.  Maybe, in your class, you pull 
groups on Fridays to help struggling students.  Some of you may even teach predominantly 
through small group instruction while the remainder of the class works in stations.  If you 
have been considering increasing the time spent with small group instruction in your 
classroom, here are a few resources to consider.  
 

 
 

I know!  The Daily 5 is a book about launching literacy stations.  However, 
the structure can also be used when implementing your mathematics 
stations.  The updated version even has a chapter all about mathematics. 
What you learn from this book will help your students confidently and 
appropriately work in stations so that you have fewer distractions to your 
small group instruction.   

 
 

Laney Sammons has many resources that are specific to mathematics.  
Guided Math: A Framework for Mathematics Instruction is a great read as 
you are thinking about what small group instruction might look like in your 
classroom.  Laney also has other resources such as Guided Math 
Workshop that will help you as you plan for what students are doing while 
you are pulling small groups.  

 

Kathy Richardson’s Developing Number Concepts Series is a great 
resource to draw from for ideas for both small group instruction as well as 
activities for stations.  I love the fact that most of her activities require very 
little prep work other than gathering the manipulatives that you would 
need.   

 
There are many more resources out there. I loved teaching through small group instruction 
in my own classroom, so please let me know if you have any questions and/or are looking 
for something specific.   
 
Good luck with small group instruction this school year! 
Brandy Crowley 
NCTM Representative  
Brandy_Crowley1@Baylor.edu 
 

 

mailto:Brandy_Crowley1@Baylor.edu


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CTCTM Middle School News 
 
Hello fellow math people!  Each year I try to brainstorm ways to make the classroom a more active 

environment.  It is tough for me to imagine a middle school kid transitioning through eight classes a 

day and only finding opportunities for movement between classes and during PE or sports.  A few 

years ago, I was challenged with how to do this is a practical way that I could build into my 

classroom structures.  I observed an ELA teacher that I had heard great things about and I finally 

saw what I had been looking for! 

She was doing a station activity, but what I was interested me was what she had them do as their 

groups completed each task.  She instructed the groups to stand behind their seat after they 

finished each station.  Students would stand as they completed their task and wait for other groups 

to stand.  Once all groups were standing, they would rotate stations.  Simple, but brilliant! 

I have implemented this structure into my classroom for almost any task we do.  For example, 

students enter the room, start on their warmup, and stand up quietly behind their desk while they 

wait on others to finish.  This allows me to see how many students have completed the task to know 

when it is time to transition.  When I pose a question in class, I will this structure to drive a think-

pair-share.  I will ask a question, have students write a response to the question, and stand up once 

they finish writing.  Once I notice all students are standing, I will have them pair up to share their 

responses then return to their seat for group discussion. 

I have seen this be successful in my classroom and the kids really seem to love it! 

Ryan Armstrong, Vice President – Middle School 

 
 
Jane Sykes, Vice President – Middle School 

CTCTM High School News 
 

Are you not allowed to take your class to the local arcade? How about bringing it to your 
class? Through using the power of Desmos, Kurt Salisbury and John Rowe have developed 
retrodesmos.com in which they have blended classic video games and math concepts to create 
engaging learning experiences for students.    
  

Through the activities on retrodesmos.com, students can explore quadratics while playing 
through levels of Super Mario Brothers, defeat robots in Mega Man by solving equations, or travel 
the Oregon Trail while calculating percentages of supplies.  When mathematics is presented in this 
manner students able to see math concepts as visual action.  This opens the door for a variety of 
learning styles in the mathematics classroom through developing connections and multiple 
representations among algebraic language and visuals.  It also provides purpose and a goal for 
solving problems.  For example, students will have to find the correct quadratic equation or Mario 
will not be able to jump over the next obstacle. When they do find a solution that works, students 
will see Mario jump along the path of the equation and will develop a connection between the 
algebra of quadratics and the visual representation of the graph. 
  

While there are many ways to explore the beauty in mathematics, retorodesmos.com has 
free premade activities that can be used as lessons, extensions, or alternative assignments.  If you 
are looking for something new and innovative for your classroom, consider trying some of the 
activities found on the site.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kurt Salisbury 

retrodesmos.com


  

 
Desmos – A Useful Technological Tool 

 
As a pre-service teacher, I often struggle to incorporate activities that give students control of 
their learning while also maintaining order in the classroom. I have found Desmos 
(www.teacher.desmos.com) to be an incredibly useful tool for engaging students in the 
mathematics classroom. Desmos is a website that allows students to join a class activity 
initiated by the teacher. The teacher can control the slides students have access to, or they can 
give the students free reign to explore. With Desmos, you can create custom activities to guide 
students through a new concept, allow them to explore mathematics, or engage them in a 
competition. Desmos also has pre-created activities that teachers can search for and use as 
well. Desmos offers various options for slides, such as graphing, multiple choice questions, and 
even a blank canvas to write on. Once students submit their answers, teachers can display 
them for the class.  
 
Desmos is a great resource for teachers because it is exciting for students and helps them to 
feel in control of their learning. Although students have the ability to submit their own answers 
and work through the slides at their own pace, the teacher has the option to pause the activity, 
control which slides the students can access, and view students’ work at any time from their 
own device. While incorporating Desmos activities in my placements as a Teaching Associate, I 
have seen students engage in mathematical conversations, get excited about learning, and 
discover new concepts on their own. I highly recommend Desmos to all teachers of 
mathematics!    
 
Elyse Meyer, Vice President – Pre-Service Teachers 
 

www.teacher.desmos.com


 
 
  

 
News from Your VP University Representative 

 
A new school year is started and for you a new columnist in the University section. I started out 
teaching as an adjunct instructor in colleges around central Texas back in 2011. As I write this, 
I am currently with Texas State Technical College. My personal focus is on improving the 
teaching of mathematics at the college level.  

I had the opportunity this summer to work informally with a new instructor at TSTC (we work 3 
semesters a year). It was her first full time job and while she knew her subject, the art of 
teaching was new to her. In the course of discussing how student evaluations worked I 
remembered a classroom activity that I had used a lot when I first started teaching. I forget 
where I first heard of the “Five Minute Survey”, probable CAMT, but it is a quick way to gather 
student feedback on the progress of the course. Students cut a sheet of paper in half and 
answer two questions anonymously.  

     Question 1: What is going well for you in this class?  

     Question 2: What is not going well for you in this class? 

With these two questions you can get students to self-report the aspects of the class that 
match their learning styles and what aspects need to be tweaked in the class. It offers and 
chance to improve a class that is still meeting. It also offers an opportunity for students to take 
ownership of their class. When I first started teaching, I would run one of these surveys every 
three weeks and keep a list of things to do on a post it note inside the book I was teaching out 
of. Over time I shifted to taking the survey at midterms. The surveys, to me still provide needed 
feedback and help to make me a better teacher.  

For everyone out there I encourage you to share your ideas with the greater mathematics 
community. Teaching at all levels is a creative activity and your classroom activities, exemplar 
lessons, manuscripts puzzles or classrooms stories can act as a catalyst for others. Send your 
ideas to the Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics publication, Texas Mathematics 
Teacher at editor@txmathteachers.org.  

Sincerely,  

Trace Bowen, Vice President - University 

mailto:editor@txmathteachers.org


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Did you hear? We have a new website!  
 

You can now find us at www.CTCTM.net.  

http://www.ctctm.net/


 
 

As a member of CTCTM, we want to encourage you to become more involved in this  
organization. There are opportunities to serve as an appointed or elected position on the  

Executive Council. Please consider nominating colleagues or yourself for these  
important positions. Also, if you are interested or have questions, 

you may contact Arash Abnoussi at aabnoussi@esc12.net.  
Elected officer positions available are:  

 
Vice President for Elementary 

 
Vice President for High School 

 

 
 

President 
Arash Abnoussi 
Region 12 ESC 

aabnoussi@esc12.net 
 

 

President-Elect 
Rachelle Rogers 
Baylor University 

Rachelle_Rogers@baylor.edu 

Treasurer 
Cheryl McDuff 

China Spring ISD 
Cherylmcduff1@gmail.com 

Vice President –  
Pre-Service Teachers  

Elyse Meyer 
Baylor University 

Elyse_Meyer@baylor.edu 
 

 

Vice President –  
College/University 

Trace Bowen 
Baylor university 

Bowentrace@gmail.com 
 

Vice President –  
Middle School 
Ryan Armstrong 

Midway ISD 
Ryan.Armstrong@midwayisd.org 

 

Membership Chair 
Molly Bowen 

Baylor University 
Molly_Bowen1@baylor.edu 

 
 

Secretary 
Danielle Boucher 
China Spring ISD 

Dboucher@chinaspringisd.net 

Newsletter & Website Editor 
Melissa Donham 
Baylor University 

Melissa_Donham1@baylor.edu 

NCTM Representative 
Brandy Crowley 
Baylor University 

Brandy_Crowley1@baylor.edu 

 Community Relations Representative 
Lindsey Helton 

Waco ISD 
Lindsey.Helton@wacoisd.org 

 
 

 

 

CTCTM 
One Bear Place #97314 

Baylor University 
Waco, TX 76798  
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Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
CTCTM Membership / Information Form 

 

All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written 

permission of the CTCTM Executive Council. 
 

 

First Name__________________________________    Last Name __________________________________ 

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________   State __________________   Zip _____________________ 

Name of School _______________________________    Your Position ______________________________ 

Home Phone (__________)_______________________   Work Phone (_________)_____________________ 

Preferred Email _________________________________________________ 

 

Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)    yes    no    Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle)   yes    no 

Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online (www.nctm.org), using the pull-down menu to indicate 

that you are a member of CTCTM.  NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your membership, which 

really helps us. 

 

 
Please check one of the following:  Check those that best describe your level of involvement: 

School Type: ________ Public       ________ Teacher  ________ P-2 

           ________ Nonpublic    ________ Student  ________ 3-5 

        ________ Counselor  ________ 6-8 

        ________ Principal  ________ 9-12 

        ________ Supervisor  ________ University 

        ________ Other: ____________________________ 

 

Annual Dues:     Mail to:   Molly Bowen 

Regular Membership $15.00     Baylor University 

Student Membership $5.00     One Bear Place #97314 

Make check payable to CTCTM.     Waco, TX  76798 

        

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 

Date Entered/Renewed _________________________ Amount Paid ________________________ 

Membership Expiration ________________________ Acknowledgment Sent ________________ 

 

 

 
Members: Has your membership information changed? 

Contact Molly Bowen at Molly_Bowen1@Baylor.edu to update your information. 

 

http://www.nctm.org/
mailto:Molly_Bowen1@Baylor.edu



