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Welcome Back To School! That greeting never grows ‘old’ as it is always exciting to start a new school year. There is 
much anticipation from students, teachers, parents/guardians, and administrators. There are new school supplies, new 
lesson ideas, new uniforms/clothes, new friends and colleagues, and….new policy and standards to address! J 
 
While we as teachers are busy organizing our curriculum, developing new lessons and tasks, and learning all we can 
about our students to help us address their learning needs, it occurred to me that we also need to remember to set aside 
time for ourselves as professionals in mathematics education.  So often I get so busy that I forget about setting goals for 
myself in regard to my own professional development in teaching and learning mathematics. This summer I had the 
opportunity to participate in a webinar study group around identifying a problem, analyzing it, breaking down its various 
parts, and then identifying potential solutions and barriers as well. I decided to target my professional reading. For some 
reason (too busy I guess!) when my new journals come in snail mail or e-mail I tend to set them aside for a “when I have 
time” moment.  Which usually is never! So I actually scheduled a time three days a week to read professionally and while 
I may not be able to read at that specific time, it is a reminder that I should read each week. My goal is three hours a 
week. Another step I took is to actually look over the journal when it arrives (immediately), identify what I want to read 
then start on it that week. A final idea was to begin to look at past journals that I may have missed and begin to ’catch up’.  
So as an example, when I got my most recent Mathematics Teacher from NCTM, I scanned the table of contents, marked 
articles to spend further time on, set aside time to read those, and I also looked at where they might fit into what I was 
teaching this semester (or in the future), and what I should share with colleagues and students. I wonder if I can keep that 
up! I will keep you posted!   
 
All that to say, I challenge you and encourage you to pick a professional goal whether it is to read your latest mathematics 
teaching journal, participate in a webinar, avail yourself of great on-line resources (If you have not seen them, you should 
check out the new FREE on-line PD resources with great problems to use in the classroom and excellent ideas for PD 
with colleagues at http://www.nctm.org/Conferences-and-Professional-Development/Professional-Development-
Resources/), attend a conference or meeting focused on teaching and learning mathematics, or start a book study group! 
Let’s keep each other encouraged with our new goals! 
 
In fact, this newsletter is filled with professional development opportunities to consider. Coming up September 15 is a 
technology workshop and October 13 is our CTCTM Fall meeting.  Details are in this newsletter. Also mark your 
calendar for January 23, 2016 for our annual Spring CTCTM conference. Information on submitting a proposal will be on 
the website soon. 
 
Your dedicated CTCTM officers were busy this summer planning and organizing for the year. They are wonderful to 
work with and have many new ideas for or organization to support you. The website is being updated and you will begin 
to receive monthly (if not more often) updates from me concerning what is going on in our area in mathematics. If you 
have ideas to share, please do send them to me, or one of the officers. If you are interested in volunteering for the 
organization, please contact me (Trena_Wilkerson@baylor.edu).  Let’s work together to impact mathematics  
education in Central Texas! 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Have fantastic start to the new school year! 

Trena L. Wilkerson  
President CTCTM, 2014-2016 

2014-2016 
 

Like us on Facebook for updates! 
Direct URL is 

 https://www.facebook.com/ctctm4U?fref=ts 
 

Or just Google CTCTM and you can find us! 



 
 
 
 

 
Date:  Tuesday, October 13, 2015 

 
 

Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 
Time: 5:00-6:30 pm 

Location: Baylor University 
Marrs McLean Science Building, Room 101 (Packard Hall) 

Same place as last year—we have a tradition! 
 

A map of the campus will be posted on the website that indicates parking areas and location of the building. 
Should you need further information, please email me anytime (Trena_Wilkerson@baylor.edu).  
 
The Fall 2015 program will include CTCTM announcements, updates from the state, activities for the K-12 
classrooms, new high school TEKS, and door prizes. Refreshments will be served. Following the meeting 
we will have an open house in the Baylor University School of Education Mathematics Education Lab so 
you can look at resources that you might be interested in checking out for use in your classroom. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On October 13, 2015,  at our fall meeting, we will consider an annual dues change for full members to 
amend our bylaws. Currently our dues for full members (non-student) are $10 and have been since the 
beginning of the organization. We are now 15 years old and are in need of increasing from $10 to $15 
annually to assist in costs related to the organization to serve membership. There will be no change in student 
membership. It will remain at $5.  Additionally, as in the past, if you register for the spring conference (new 
rate of $15) this will include a year’s membership for free! J 
 
Current Constitutional Bylaw Reads 
 
ARTICLE II: DUES 
Section 2. The annual dues for full membership in this Association shall be ten dollars ($10.00) 
per membership year, payable to CTCTM.  
 
Amended bylaw to be considerd at the October 13, 2015 meeting (see underline for change): 
 
ARTICLE II: DUES 
Section 2. The annual dues for full membership in this Association shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00) 
per membership year, payable to CTCTM 
 
This will be voted on at the October 13, 2015 meeting. As per our constitution, this newsletter serves as the 
30-day advance notice. 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

CTCTM Fall Meeting 
 

 



 
 

Elementary Greetings 
 

Dear Teachers of Mathematics, 
 
My name is Arash Abnoussi. I am the Representative for the Elementary Division of the Central Texas 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics (CTCTM). I have taught for the past 10 years, the majority of which has 
been dedicated to teaching elementary mathematics. I currently hold the position of Instructional Specialist at 
Midway ISD, Castleman Creek Elementary. We are officially  starting our second year of implementation for 
the new State Mathematics Curriculum. It is therefore our responsibility to continue our efforts to effectively 
plan and teach the new standards. I truly believe, to help our students achieve their fullest potential, we, the 
teachers, have to create a collaborative environment in which we share and exchange our ideas and 
knowledge and fully take advantage of learning from each other. Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions, concerns, or ideas you may have or you would like to share: 
 
Thank you for your service. 
 
Email: arash.abnoussi@midwayisd.org<mailto:arash.abnoussi@midwayisd.org> 
 
Arash Abnoussi, Vice-President Elementary 

 
 

Middle School Happenings: A New Year 
 

This past school year was an interesting year in the middle school world of math.  A few TEKS moved up.  
Many TEKS moved down.  Students moved up.  Students skipped over TEKS.  We teachers were 
responsible for finding and filling in the “holes” left by these changes.  Each student seemed to have 
individual needs, which needed to be addressed by meticulous planning.  Some teachers even had more than 
one grade level lesson plan preparation. To aid in the planning process, I recommend the Algebra Readiness 
Educators collection.  It is an excellent progressive series of spiraled skills that I use for daily homework and 
pop quizzes.  I am also a fan of teacherspayteachers.com and teachersnotebook.com.  Of course, utilize your 
school’s resources and the experience of your math team. 
 
We did what we had to do! We served our students to the best of our abilities.  Good job! This new school 
year brings some stability.  We expect to have fewer “holes” to fill.  We shall see! If you know an Algebra 1 
teacher, smile, and tell him/her you understand, and say, “Good Luck!”  You have been there. 
 
Jane Sykes, Vice-President Middle School 

 

 
 

http://www.nctm.org/  
 
 



 
What’s Happening in High School Math? Socratic Seminars?! 

 
As math teachers, we are sometimes skeptical of using instructional strategies in the mathematics classroom 
that are based in different content areas. If you simply google “Socratic seminar,” the results say that they are 
used to analyze specific text, which can be used in math, but math texts are more difficult to find and not as 
obvious as in an English or History class. Socratic seminar is an instructional strategy used for discussion 
that utilizes critical thinking skills, questioning, and communicating effectively.  
 
A few of my colleagues went to an AVID conference this summer and presented what they learned upon 
their return. Fortunately a math teacher at our school, Jacqueline Cordova, created the session with the 
math/science teachers in mind. Instead of a text, we were given four graphs and a sentence describing one of 
the graphs. The goal was to find the graph that matched the description. For those of us who haven’t used 
Socratic seminar before, there is a Pre-Seminar where you can do a quick write or use post-it notes to write 
your thoughts about each graph and then decide on your answer. Then the actual Seminar takes place with an 
inner and outer circle. The inner circle are the students discussing the graphs and the outer circle is listening 
and making notes because the inner and outer circle will switch. AVID has sentence stems to help facilitate 
discussion, if needed. The last part of the seminar is the Post-Seminar and in this piece students reflect on 
learning or discussion that took place.  
 
Another element we discussed is giving our math students graphs or tables that don’t necessarily have a right 
answer, so students don’t feel discouraged if they pick the wrong graph. An example of this would be to give 
each student a graph that represents a different moment in time that all describe the same situation, so the 
inner circle could be discussing the order of the graphs. Also, Dan Meyer’s 3-Act Math would work perfectly 
in a Socratic seminar. Play the first act and the student’s would individually quick-write about it, then play 
the second act and have the discussion portion, and then after the third act have each student reflect.  
 
As Ms. Cordova said many times in our session, “Socratic Seminar is meant to be a discussion, not a 
debate.” That is why it is important to utilize the sentence stems and for the teacher to be facilitating the 
discussion. I am very thankful that Ms. Cordova presented this seminar. She also mentioned that the Pre-
Seminar portion could begin with a table or video, as well as a graph, it doesn’t always have to be text! 
Because I was shown a math seminar, I am able to take the concept and adapt it to the math classroom! 
Special thanks Jacqueline Cordova! 
 
Caitlyn Thelen, Vice-President High School 
 
References to Plan a Socratic Seminar: 
3-Act Math: http://blog.mrmeyer.com/2013/teaching-with-three-act-tasks-act-one/ 
 
AVID Sentence Stems: http://bolinas-
stinson.org/sites/default/files/Socratic%20Seminar%20(Sentence%20Starters%20handout).pdf 
 
Socratic Seminar Demonstrated by Jacqueline Cordova: 
http://www.sjsd.k12.mo.us/cms/lib3/MO01001773/Centricity/Domain/75/socratic-seminar-article.pdf 
 
Socratic Seminar Guidelines: http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:cErQamURo-
MJ:https://www.collierschools.com/gifted/docs/avid/E7-
Socratic%2520Seminar%2520Packet.docx+&cd=4&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us 



 
 

Thoughts from the University Perspective 
 
“When am I ever going to us this?” might just be your favorite question as a math teacher, but it isn’t mine.  I 
struggle with how to answer my students who are asking a sincere question with a sincere answer.  We try to 
put problems in interesting contexts – make M&M graphs, plot sports data, solve systems of equations about 
cell phones.  But how far does that go in actually showing the purpose behind the math or making it useful?  
I think all students would agree they need to do the four basic operations in life, but beyond that, how do we 
convince them that what we do in class is useful? 
 
After teaching calculus this last year, I began to see this questions in a new light.  First, real-world math 
problems - real problems that are encountered and need solving – often require complex math modeling, 
statistics, calculus, or trig.  In K12 and beginning college math, we are building the foundation to do real 
math problems.  We do our best to put those into real contexts and raise students’ interests, but we don’t 
always give them real work to do.  Dan Meyer has a great blog post about real work here: 
http://blog.mrmeyer.com/2014/developing-the-question-real-work-v-real-world/. 
 
Second, some so-called real-world problems are so fabricated they make matters worse.  One question in a 
recent business calculus text I used wanted students to determine how many cows could be kept on an acre of 
land given information about the grasses that grow there.  An interesting problem, but the answer was 
something like 45 cows per acre.  That would be amazing.  In our area a cow needs about 2 acres of land a 
piece. 
 
It’s difficult to write real-world problems that make sense and have realistic solutions.  I’ve found a couple 
of interesting class activities here: http://www.mathalicious.com/lessons.  You can filter for free lessons.  
Also, if you haven’t read Dan Meyer’s three-act problems, take the time to do so: 
http://blog.mrmeyer.com/2011/the-three-acts-of-a-mathematical-story/ . 

 
Try to make just one lesson or problem a real-work lesson/problem this semester and let me know what 
happens. 

 
Michelle Moravec, Vice-President University 
 
Check out the great new resources and FREE webinars at Texas Instruments (https://education.ti.com) and 
Casio (http://www.casioeducation.com)!  

 
 
 
 
Conference of the Advancement of Mathematics Teaching (CAMT) 
June 29-June 1, 2016, San Antonio, TX 
www.camtonline.org 
 
Mark your calendars now!   
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics Annual Conference (NCTM) 
April 5-8, 2017, San Antonio, TX 
www.nctm.org 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (CTCTM) Professional 
Mathematics Organization Scholarship 

 
This scholarship will award a one-year membership to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), a 
one-year membership to the Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (TCTM), and a one-year membership to the 
Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (CTCTM). 
 
Deadline: January 1, 2016    
 
Eligibility: Any student attending a Texas college or university and who plans on student teaching during 2016 in order 
to pursue teacher certification with a specialization or teaching field in mathematics or any teacher who has taught for 
fewer than two years and who is not a member of TCTM or NCTM. The applicant must either have permanent residence 
in one of the counties served by Region 12 in Central Texas or attend a college/university located in counties served by 
Region 12 in Central Texas. 
 
Applicant Information-All information must be complete for consideration. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
           Last                                               First                                          Middle 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
               Number & Street 
 
   _____________________________________           ___________________            ______________ 
                   City                                                                              State                                          Zip Code 
 
Contact: (          )   ___________   (        ) ___________   ________________________________ 
                     Home Phone                              Work Phone                                   Email Address 
 
College/Campus Information 
 
College/Campus Name________________________________ Graduation Year ___________ 
 
Teaching Certification: ______________________ Years Taught: _______________ 
 
Campus/School District: _____________________________ 
 
 
You must submit the following electronically by January 1, 2016 to trena_wilkerson@baylor.edu, President of 
CTCTM: 
 

1. Completed application.  
2. An essay of 500-1500 words that describes how membership in a professional mathematics organization will 

help you as a teacher of mathematics. 

Questions may also be sent to the same e-mail address. Information concerning this scholarship can also be found at 
www.ctctm.org. Click on Resources and Centers and then the Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
link. An appointed CTCTM committee will review applications. Recipient’s name will be submitted to the CTCTM 
Executive Board who will then notify the recipient and post name to CTCTM website. 

 
 



 
 

Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
CTCTM Membership / Information Form 

 
All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written 
permission of the CTCTM Executive Council. 
 
 
First Name__________________________________  Last Name _________________________________ 

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________ State ____________________ Zip ____________________ 

Name of School _______________________________ Your position _____________________________ 

Home Phone (__________)_______________________ Work Phone (_________)___________________ 

Fax (__________)__________________________ Email _______________________________________ 

Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)    yes    no  Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle)   yes    no 

If yes, please give NCTM membership #_________________________________ 

Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online, using the pull-down menu to indicate that you are a 
member of CTCTM.  NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your membership, so this really 
helps us. 
 
Please check one of the following:   Check those that best describe your level of 

School Type: __________ Public   involvement: 

         __________ Nonpublic  __________ Teacher __________ P-2 

      __________ Student __________ 3-5 

Make check payable to CTCTM   __________ Counselor __________ 6-8 

Annual Dues:   $10.00   __________ Principal __________ 9-12 

Student Membership $5.00   __________ Supervisor __________ University 

      ________ Other ____________________________ 

MAIL TO: Patricia Bahnsen 

  Baylor University 

  One Bear Place #97328 

  Waco, TX 76798 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 

 

Date Entered/Renewed _________________________ Amount Paid ________________________ 

Membership Expiration ________________________ Card Sent ___________________________ 

 

 

 
 
 



 

CTCTM Spring Conference, January 23, 2016 
Speaker Proposal Form 

 

If you are interested in submitting a proposal please provide the following information:  

I. Presenter Information      II. Presentation Information 
Name ___________________________    Title of Session _________________________________ 
Address _________________________    Grade Level(s)  (Please check all that apply.) 
City/State ________________________    PK-2 ___ 3-5 ___ 6-8 ___ 9-12 ___ College ___ 
Zip __________ Phone _____________    
School Name _____________________    Description  (Limit 25 words - may be done on  
Email: ___________________________    separate sheet and attached)    
 
Please give the same information for    
additional speakers on a separate sheet.        
  
Email to: Rachelle_Rogers@baylor.edu 
 
or Mail to:  Rachelle Rogers 
  One Bear Place 97314 
  Waco, TX 76798 

  
 

All proposals should be received by  
December 8, 2015. 

 
This form is also found in an electronic format or in online submission format on the CTCTM web site. 

Be sure to share with your colleagues! 
 

 
 
\

  

Connect with us and stay up 
to date on the happenings! 
Webpage: 
http://www.ctctm.org 
 

 

 
 
 

Has your membership 
information changed? 

 
Please contact Patricia Bahnsen 

to update your information. 
 

Patricia_Bahnsen@Baylor.edu Twitter: @CenTexCTM 

Don’t forget to like us 
on facebook! 
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Trena Wilkerson 
Baylor University 

Trena_Wilkerson@baylor.edu  

President-Elect 
Kayla Brown 
Midway ISD 

Kayla.brown@midwayisd.org 
Vice President - Elementary 

Arash Abnoussi 
Castleman Creek Elementary 

Arash.abnoussi@midwayisd.org 
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Atlas Academy 
Jane.sykes@wacoisd.org 
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Caitlyn.thelen@wacoisd.org 
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Michelle Moravec 
Baylor University 

Michelle_Moravec@baylor.edu 
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Midway ISD 

April.Roberson@midwayisd.org 
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China Spring High School 
Cherylmcduff1@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rachelle Rogers 

Baylor University 
Rachelle_Rogers@baylor.edu 

Webpage Editor 
Dittika Gupta 

Midwestern State University 
Dittika.Gupta@mwsu.edu 
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Patricia Bahnsen 
Baylor University 
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