
Message from the President, Arash Abnoussi 
 
It is hard to imagine that summer is almost over, and school will  
be in full swing soon. Once again, our students are coming back  
to us with the hope for a meaningful education; a style that would  
fit their 21-century learning demands. I clearly recall how as a  
classroom teacher years ago, I would want to “reinvent myself” with  
a fresh outlook on mathematics every new school year. I wanted to recreate the learning 
experience that not only brings excitement to my students, but that also made me eager 
to teach math with a renewed passion and purpose. 
 
It is no secret that today’s education landscape is changing, and we have reached a 
pinnacle point in the way that knowledge is delivered. With our society demands gradually 
being altered, our student’s attention span has dwindled, and therefore our practice has 
had to evolve to meet the needs of all learners. 
  
The CTCTM is committed to fully support and share cutting-edge methods and best 
practices in mathematics. One of the successful methods by which we achieve this is 
through the ongoing collaboration with our local educators during the Fall and Spring 
conferences. I encourage you to tag along with us and to continue your support of Central 
Texas math education with your yearly participation in our conferences, as well as 
through your CTCTM membership! Let us all remember that it takes all of us to create a 
culture of transformative learning. We are stronger together as a community of educators! 
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Thank you to New Math Teachers 
 

Thank you for choosing teaching as your profession. Thank you for choosing mathematics as 
your teaching subject. You will be in a group of co-workers who are very different from ELA, 
Science, Social Studies, etc. Many times a request is made from Leadership for ………, but not 
math. We are on our own island with our own minds and our own methods. Welcome! I would 
like to share a few ‘isms’ as my co-worker calls them: 
 

 The grade level and school in which you begin your career will not be where you retire. 
Your preferences will change as well as your assignments. I have taught from grade 1 to 
Algebra 1. Let your career evolve. 

 You can be a friend to your students, but you cannot be a buddy. 
 As painful as detailed lesson plans can be, appreciate them. That is your time to think. 

Let your thoughts roll around in your brain. Chances are the lesson you present will not 
be the exact one you wrote. Don’t leave school on Friday until your plans are complete, 
and the materials are ready for the next week. You will enjoy Monday morning more than 
the teacher who is scrambling around to pull everything together. 

 Last year’s lesson plans are not this year’s lesson plans. 
 Practice does not make perfect. Practice makes permanent. 
 Manners will get you and your students everywhere in life. 
 Think outside the box. 
 Work smarter, not harder. 
 Good classroom discipline is all about relationships. 

 
The above are personal thoughts that I have followed over the years. Think about them. I share 
them with you in hopes they can guide you during your first year and future years in teaching. 
 
Jane Sykes, VP for Middle School 

Opportunity Knocks: CTCTM Member             
Dr. Trena Wilkerson up for Election! 

  
We are very excited that Dr. Trena Wilkerson, Past-President of 
CTCTM has been nominated to serve as President of NCTM. If 
your NCTM individual membership is current as of August 31, 
2018, you will be eligible to vote in this year’s election, which 

opens September 28, 2018. For more information, visit 
https://www.nctm.org/election/  



 

Adjusting Math Fluency 
 
I hope you have found some rest and relaxation this summer. We are blessed in this 
profession to get a fresh start, clean slate, and new beginning every school year. This 
summer I attended a session at CAMT on math fluency. My math team is constantly 
evaluating our fluency program. Even though we feel like we have worked extremely hard 
helping students with fluency, it seems that when they get to 4th grade they never 
remember multiplication facts. (Does this sound familiar?) So here we are at the start of the 
year and are adjusting our methods to find the most efficient way for students to learn math 
facts and recall with automaticity. Back to my session at CAMT, I like what the presenter 
said and so I will share it with you. Fluency comes in 3 phases. Counting, skip counting, 
and recall through memorization or using a strategy. This year I am going to focus on 
which phase my students are in by collecting data while they are working in small groups. I 
am using a simple check off sheet that I will keep on a clipboard for easy access. Some 
students will be checked off quickly because they can show mastery of memorization. This 
will help me to have a sharper focus on the others. The presenter made mention that 
teaching students to use the distributive properly fluently is a great tool to help them 
achieve mastery. I have taught this in my classroom but have not recorded students’ use of 
it fluently. I am excited to see if this more intense focus will help students obtain a higher 
retention rate of math facts. I would love to hear your fluency success stories and I hope to 
see you at the fall CTCTM meeting. 
 
Sincerely,  
Debbie Strouse, VP for Elementary 
 

Engaging with Stories 
  
Hello everyone! My name is Lindsey Carpenter, and I am currently a Middle Grades 
Mathematics Education Intern in the School of Education at Baylor University. I am 
honored and thrilled to represent pre-service teachers this year for CTCTM. 
 
When constructing a lesson for students, I have found one way to engage (and sometimes 
even excite) them about the topic being covered is to begin with some type of story or 
narrative. Especially stories that are about yourself! All of the students I have worked with 
have loved getting to know about my life outside of school, and by integrating aspects of 
my life into the lesson the students were much more eager to learn about the topic. For 
example, in one lesson discussing slope-intercept form I had my students create an 
equation for a line shown on a map. But, before they ever saw the line I told them a story of 
how I was always late to a job I had on the Baylor campus. No matter what route I took, I 
was never on time. The students were then tasked with finding the fastest route for me on a 
map I gave them, and then create an equation for the fastest route (a straight line).  The 
students loved thinking that they were helping me solve a problem in my everyday life and 
were so engaged in the entire activity! 
 
Beginning a lesson with a short story about your life makes your students feel more 
invested in the topic and gives you a way to make math more engaging and real for them! 
 
Lindsey Carpenter, VP for Pre-Service Teachers 



 

News from Your VP University Representative 
 
Welcome back to school colleagues! I am certain you are all excited about a new 
academic year and trust you had an energizing summer. I explored personally got 
energized in exploring the amazing connections between coding and mathematics. 
During the Mathematics Teacher Academy, hosted by Baylor University’s School of 
Education, I had the opportunity to engage in a coding activity connected to decimals, 
fractions, and percents. Needless to say, it is easy to see why students love coding and 
the rich connections to mathematics. I thought it would be helpful to share some coding 
resources offered to participants of the Mathematics Teacher Academy.  
 

• Code.org (https://code.org/) -  
Free curriculum and online tool. Middle School Educators’ section. Great 5-minute 
video with celebrities talking about coding. 

 
• Common Sense Education (https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-

picks/best-coding-tools-for-middle-school) -  
A list of 27 other coding tools with minimal descriptions. 

 
• Instructables (https://www.instructables.com/id/Arduino-60/)  

DIY classes and projects related to using Arduinos and similar coding 
environments. Includes simple and very complex projects (students may find 
inspiration at this site). 

 
• Math + Code ‘Zine: Exploring Math through Code 

(http://researchideas.ca/mc/temp/) 
A Canadian website that addresses mathematics content that can be taught using 
coding. Spans all grade levels. Subscription is free (3 issues/year). 

 
• Coding in Math Class: Programming, Common Core, and Rich Math Tasks 

(https://codinginmathclass.wordpress.com/) -  
A blog written by a former software engineer, currently teaching middle school 
math and computer science.  

 
Finally, I want to make sure everyone is aware of a wonderful opportunity to share an 
activity you have implemented in your classroom and to be published! I encourage you 
to submit classroom stories, exemplar lessons, engaging activities, manuscripts, or 
mathematical puzzles to editor@txmathteachers.org. Texas Mathematics Teacher is the 
academic journal for the Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics and I want to 
remind you that the publication of this journal has moved to our local area—Baylor 
University. Please share the wonderful things you do in your classroom! 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful fall semester, and I look forward to seeing you all at the 
fall CTCTM meeting! 
 
Sincerely, 
Rachelle Rogers, VP for Colleges and Universities 



 
Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

CTCTM Membership / Information Form 
 

All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written 
permission of the CTCTM Executive Council. 
 
 
First Name__________________________________    Last Name __________________________________ 

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________   State __________________   Zip _____________________ 

Name of School _______________________________    Your Position ______________________________ 

Home Phone (__________)_______________________   Work Phone (_________)_____________________ 

Preferred Email _________________________________________________ 

 

Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)    yes    no    Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle)   yes    no 

Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online (www.nctm.org), using the pull-down menu to indicate 
that you are a member of CTCTM.  NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your membership, which 
really helps us. 
 
 
Please check one of the following:  Check those that best describe your level of involvement: 

School Type: ________ Public       ________ Teacher  ________ P-2 

           ________ Nonpublic    ________ Student  ________ 3-5 

        ________ Counselor  ________ 6-8 

        ________ Principal  ________ 9-12 

        ________ Supervisor  ________ University 

        ________ Other: ____________________________ 

 

Annual Dues:     Mail to:   Molly Bowen 

Regular Membership $15.00     Baylor University 

Student Membership $5.00     One Bear Place #97314 

Make check payable to CTCTM.     Waco, TX  76798 

        

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 

Date Entered/Renewed _________________________ Amount Paid ________________________ 

Membership Expiration ________________________ Acknowledgment Sent ________________ 

 

 

 
Members: Has your membership information changed? 

Contact Molly Bowen at Molly_Bowen1@Baylor.edu to update your information. 
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In July, Baylor University hosted 
the second annual Mathematics 

Teacher Academy. Teachers 
from all over Texas gathered to 

learn more about supporting 
productive struggle and 

mathematical tasks! 

Dr. Hiroko Warshauer presented on 
productive struggle and examining ways 
that teachers can effectively implement 

the practice in support of students’ 
understanding of mathematics. 


