
 

  

Message from the President 
 

Greetings to all Members of CTCTM! 
 
I would like to begin by giving a huge shoutout to all educators who worked to keep each and every 
student on track to increase their understanding of mathematics during the 2020-2021 academic year. 
Last year proved to be one of the most, if not the most, challenging years education has ever faced, and 
you all met and exceeded the challenges. Thank you! I know this year still brings many unknowns, but 
together, we will continue to accelerate students’ understanding of mathematics and to close the 
opportunity gaps COVID-19 might have enhanced.  
 
Despite the challenges of last year, there were many successes such as CTCTM’s first virtual fall meeting 
and spring conference where members gained lots of new ideas and resources to support equity in the 
classroom. In addition, the virtual conference allowed for speakers and participants from all over the 
United States to attend the spring conference. One resource that I have enjoyed reading this summer and 
found very helpful in addressing learners’ needs as well as equity in the classroom is NCTM’s Access and 
Equity: Promoting High-Quality Mathematics. I particularly found some new approaches to engage all 
students in mathematical discourse, which is an excellent means to supporting equity in the classroom. 
NCTM offers countless resources for the classroom, and I encourage you review their website 
(www.nctm.org) for new resources to support you in your professional growth.  
 
Speaking of support, the CTCTM officers met in July to set goals for the year and make plans for the fall 
meeting. One of our goals is to have over 100 active CTCTM members. Our membership currently 
consists of 96 mathematics educators; therefore, we need your help to recruit additional members by 
telling your colleagues about CTCTM. We know we can reach our goal to increase membership! We also 
set the date for our fall CTCTM meeting. Our meeting will be on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, from 4:45-
6:15 PM. The meeting will be face-to-face at the Mayborn Museum. The theme for the meeting will be 
Accelerating Mathematics Instruction: Let’s Talk About It. The agenda for the meeting will consist of:  
(1) updates from TEA, (2) opening address from NCTM’s President, Dr. Trena Wilkerson, (3) two breakout 
sessions based on “hot topics” and grade bands, (4) refreshments, and (5) door prizes! Winners of door 
prizes will be randomly selected from registrations and prizes will be given out at the end of the meeting. 
Please register for the fall meeting at www.ctctm.net. 
 
I know everyone is excited to return to the classroom and I hope each of you has a great start to the 2021-
2022 school year! CTCTM is here for you and is an excellent resource for collaborating with colleagues, 
gaining new ideas, and learning about instructional resources. We are honored you are a part of our 
organization and look forward to seeing you in September. Have a wonderful school year! 

 

 

Rachelle M. Rogers 
CTCTM President 
2020-2022 

 

http://www.nctm.org/
http://www.ctctm.net/
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Elementary 

 
I hope all are having a good start this school year. I am Veronica Olvera this is my 

second year as vice-president of elementary for CTCTM. I am a dual language Pre-K 4 
teacher. I have 13 years of experience teaching young learners. One important part of teaching 
young learners is using manipulatives to teach math concepts. This allows the students to have 
firsthand experience with concepts that become abstract as they get older. As you start the 
school year it's very important to allow the students time to explore and play with the 
manipulatives prior to using them in your lessons. You can review proper handling and care of 
the manipulatives as the students handle them for the first. If possible, give students time to 
handle and explore the manipulative you will use often in the classroom. This will ensure the 
students are already familiar with the manipulatives prior to an important lesson. The key is that 
the students use and manipulate the manipulatives when learning new math concepts. Jones 
(2019) mentions that to help students develop mathematical proficiency they must be provided 
lessons that incorporate concrete and virtual manipulatives. A manipulative is any object that 
can be touched and moved. These must be used by the students not just the teacher.  He goes 
on to point out that teachers must help students see the connections between the manipulative 
and the abstract mathematical concept (Jones, 2019). We must ensure that the students 
understand how the concrete object ties in with the abstract mathematical concept we are 
teaching. Manipulatives are one of the most important tools you will use in your math 
instruction, so it is important to allow the students time to openly explore them prior to using 
them in your lessons. 
 
Veronica Olvera, Vice President- Elementary 

Jones, T., (2019). The Top 5 Reasons for Using Manipulatives in the Classroom. TLJ 
Consulting Group, LLC 
 

 



  

 
Middle School 

 
 

After the strange and challenging year that we just experienced, we need to get our students 
thinking and talking. Providing them opportunities to engage with each other and share their 
ideas this year is going to be more crucial than ever. To facilitate this environment, we are 
focusing on thinking prompts, effective questioning, and learning maps at Midway. 
 
Thinking prompts spark conversations, increase engagement, help make connections, and 
provide background knowledge. When implementing thinking prompts, we will allow enough 
time for students to reflect, create emotionally supportive environments, provide a less 
structured learning environment, and provide opportunities for social learning. Thinking 
Prompts are even more powerful when paired with effective questions. 
 
Effective questioning is critical to check for understanding, identify misconceptions, and 
provide corrective feedback. It invites mathematical discourse which supports students in 
developing a better understanding of their progress, sharing their thinking, creating a positive 
learning culture, and making deeper connections within the content. 

Three steps that our math team is using this year to support our goal of effectively 
improving our questioning skills are to: 1) get a clear picture of our current practice, 2) learn 
more about questions and how to use them effectively, 3) create a classroom culture that 
encourages students to make mistakes. 
 
Learning maps guide instruction by providing a clear visual of what students will learn and the 
connections within the unit of study. Teacher designed learning maps enable students to 
breakdown bigger ideas into simpler illustrations that are easily understood, identify essential 
knowledge, skills, and big ideas in a unit of study, increase student engagement, help develop 
cognitive skills such as generating ideas, and organizing and prioritizing content. 
 
 
Lisa Painter, Vice President- Middle School 

 



 
 

 
 

 
High School 

 
Sometime near the end of July there’s the flip of a switch in my brain. My mindset changes 
from “I can’t believe they’ve got school supplies out already,” to “Oh look, new pencils!” I get 
inspired to organize and decorate my classroom and have a sudden desire to start creating 
lesson plans. Excitement and anticipation build as I think about a new group of students 
entering my classroom for the first time.  

 
Along with the giddiness I feel at the start of this school year, there is some pressure and 
maybe even some stress. I’m taking on a new, STAAR-tested prep. As I consider how to 
approach this new content with a different grade-level than I’m used to, I am a little 
overwhelmed at how many excellent options there are for creating learning experiences for my 
students.  

 
As I’ve participated in professional development this summer, I’ve heard discussions about:  

• Purposeful questioning 

• Equity in math education 

• Emphasis on reflection (for students and teachers) 

• The importance of small-group instruction 

• Ideas for formative assessment 

• How to create experiences for learners that increase their investment in the lesson 

• The difference between engagement and compliance 

• Differentiation in the mixed-ability classroom 

• Social-emotional learning 

• Life-ready skills 

 
All of these are good. How do I implement what I’ve learned, cover the standards, prepare my 
students for life, the tests, and their next math classes—all in the span of my allotted class 
time?  

 
Andi McNair, from ESC Region 12 used an analogy that makes sense to me. She talked about 
our “teacher plate”.  She said that some things are put on our plate before we get to choose 
(standards, scope and sequence). Then, like a buffet, we get to decide what to include. As we 
design experiences for our learners we select from available tools and resources to create “the 
perfect bite”. Through relationship building and observation of our students we figure out what 
works for them.  

 
Best wishes to you in 21-22 as you fill your plate!  
 

 

Michelle Ruddell, Vice President- High School 

 



  

College & University 
 

Greetings, all! I am pleased to return to the CTCTM board of officers. From 2017 to 2019, I 
served as our Newsletter and Website Editor. My new position on the board is the VP for 
College and University. I would like to extend a big thank you to Trace Bowen, who just 
completed his term as the VP for College and University. Trace reminded us in a recent 
newsletter that “we are all in this together.” In that spirit, I invite each of you to attend the 
CTCTM fall conference so that we can celebrate the beginning of a new school year, engage in 
meaningful discussions, and share resources and instructional strategies with one another.  
 
I recently learned of a resource called Wonder you might like to use. Wonder is a video 
platform similar to Zoom, but it has more flexible breakout rooms, allowing participants to move 
between multiple rooms at their own discretion. How could you use this feature in your 
classroom, office hours, meetings, or with writing groups? The instructor can also interrupt 
breakout rooms with a video announcement. Other features include ice breaker questions, 
messaging, and changing backgrounds. Check it out at https://www.wonder.me/, and consider 
if you might like to use it or even share it with your students.  
 
Have a wonderful start to your fall semester, and I hope to see you soon!  

Ryann Shelton, Vice President – College & University  

 

 
Pre-Service Teachers 

 
Hi, I’m Katie Carlson, a Middle Grades Mathematics Intern and the preservice teacher 
representative for CTCTM!  
 
While teaching last semester and having to adhere to Covid protocols, one thing that the 
students missed out on was presenting their thoughts to the class on the whiteboard. For some 
students being picked to share adds a bit of confidence in their mathematical ideas, and for 
others it gives an opportunity to learn more deeply or see a new perspective of a problem. 
However, during the Covid times teachers had to adjust and find new ways for students to 
share, and I have a couple of resources that really helped. One of my favorite sites I learned 
about was Padlet, which is like an online post-it note board. Students could share thoughts on 
problems, ask questions anonymously to the class, and even share pictures of their work. With 
those features teachers can easily sequence and promote a discussion of the topic at hand or 
could even create activities like “This or That” with the students posting a sticky note to the side 
of their choice with an explanation. Some other great resources are Whiteboard.fi and 
Jamboard, which have similar features to Padlet, but both sites allow students to draw and 
have an individual virtual whiteboard to work out a problem. By students having an individual 
page, teachers can also choose to share students’ whiteboards and ask questions to the class 
that lead to further mathematical discoveries. 
 
So this semester, no matter the Covid presence, I hope that you try out these resources 
because they are so much fun for the class and have endless ways to utilize them!  
 
Katie Carlson, Vice President – Pre-Service Teachers  

 

 

https://www.wonder.me/
https://padlet.com/
https://whiteboard.fi/
https://jamboard.google.com/


 
 
 
 

 

 
Exceptional Professional Learning  

from NCTM 
Using extensive research to understand 
and communicate the instructional 
practices that we know to impact student 
learning outcomes, NCTM has meticulously 
designed workshops on a number of topics 
that can be delivered online or brought to 
your district. 

 

https://www.nctm.org/pd 

Great Resources 

Notice 
and 

Wonder! 

 

By asking "What do you notice? What 
do you wonder?" we help our students 
see problems in big-picture ways. 
Check out these great resources! And 
Check out the new characters! 
 
https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-
Resources/Features/Notice-and-
Wonder/Notice-and-Wonder/ 

 

 
 

Available Grants 
Apply for NCTM's Mathematics Education 
Trust grants, scholarships, and awards. 
Funding ranges from $1,500 to $24,000 
and is available to help math teachers, 
prospective teachers, and other math 
educators improve the teaching and 
learning of mathematics. 
 
Application Deadline November 1, 2021 

More information available at 
https://www.nctm.org/Grants/ 

 

Keep Membership Up to Date 

 
If you are not an NCTM member, be 
sure to join today! If you are a member, 
be sure to keep your membership up to 
date, so that you do miss a single 
resource! 
 

$94 Essential Membership 
$149 Premium Membership 
$49 Emeritus Membership 
$49 Student Membership 

To learn more about what each option 
offers, go to 
https://www.nctm.org/Membership/ 

 

 

Sandi Cooper, NCTM Representative   

https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-Resources/Features/Notice-and-Wonder/Notice-and-Wonder/
https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-Resources/Features/Notice-and-Wonder/Notice-and-Wonder/
https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-Resources/Features/Notice-and-Wonder/Notice-and-Wonder/
https://www.nctm.org/Grants/
https://www.nctm.org/Membership/


 
 
 
 

 

Ctctm.officers@gmail.com 
 
 

CTCTM 
One Bear Place #97314 

Baylor University 
Waco, TX 76798 

 

 
@CenTexCTM 

 

 

@Ctctm12 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ctctm4U 
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Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
CTCTM Membership / Information Form 

 

All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written 

permission of the CTCTM Executive Council. 
 

First Name__________________________________    Last Name __________________________________ 

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________   State __________________   Zip _____________________ 

Name of School _______________________________    Your Position ______________________________ 

Home Phone (__________)_______________________   Work Phone (_________)_____________________ 

Preferred Email _________________________________________________ 

 

Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)    yes    no    Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle)   yes    no 

Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online (www.nctm.org), using the pull-down menu to indicate 

that you are a member of CTCTM.  NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your membership, which 

really helps us. 

 

 
Please check one of the following:  Check those that best describe your level of involvement: 

School Type: ________ Public       ________ Teacher  ________ P-2 

           ________ Nonpublic    ________ Student  ________ 3-5 

        ________ Counselor  ________ 6-8 

        ________ Principal  ________ 9-12 

        ________ Supervisor  ________ University 

        ________ Other: ____________________________ 

 

Annual Dues:     Mail to:   Molly Bowen 

Regular Membership $15.00     Baylor University 

Student Membership $5.00     One Bear Place #97314 

Make check payable to CTCTM.     Waco, TX  76798 

        

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 

Date Entered/Renewed _________________________ Amount Paid ________________________ 

Membership Expiration ________________________ Acknowledgment Sent ________________ 

 

 

 

   
 

Members: Has your membership information changed? 

Contact Molly Bowen at Molly_Bowen1@Baylor.edu to update your information. 

 

http://www.nctm.org/
mailto:Molly_Bowen1@Baylor.edu

