Message from the President
CTCTM Membership,
A new school year is upon us, and I think it is essential to take a moment and commend the work
being done by our membership. The work of teachers has never been more critical or
challenging. In my role at Desmos, I have had the opportunity to interact with teachers across the
country, and it has given me perspective on the fantastic work being done by teachers here
locally. So, thank you for all that you are doing for students in Central Texas, and I appreciate
your commitment to our organization.
As we head back to school, one thing currently on my mind is how we value “wrong” answers in
our classrooms. A negative stigma is often attached to wrong answers that may devalue student
thinking and overvalue getting a correct solution. Wrong answers create opportunities for
students to unravel why something may not work and support student mathematical identity by
placing value on all student work. As a student, I often learned more from wrong answers than
correct ones.
Part of the reason how we value wrong answers is on my mind is there are changes on the
horizon in math education in Texas through STAAR 2.0 and the new TEKS. Supporting student
thinking will be of heightened importance as we embrace these changes, and messaging about
wrong answers will play a part. So, as we head back to school, what role will “wrong” answers
play in your classroom?
Finally, I am excited about what we have in store this fall and being able to support CTCTM in
this new role as President. Our fall meeting will be coming up in October with a tentative date of
the 11th that will provide us the opportunity to reconnect. I am looking forward to seeing all of you
then. In the meantime, I hope you have a great start to your year!
Kurt Salisbury, Ph.D.

CTCTM President

Elementary
Greetings,

I’m Nicole Fanning, VP Elementary for CTCTM, and as we enter this new school year, I have
vertical alignment on my mind. I have the privilege of helping open a brand new elementary
school this year, and that means we are pulling teachers from all over our district and
surrounding districts. This has me thinking about the many instructional strategies and
vocabulary these teachers will be bringing to our campus. Whether you are a part of a brand
new school or not, chances are, you have a handful of new teachers. How will you ensure that
the math vocabulary teachers use, along with their instructional strategies, will be aligned from
kindergarten through fifth grade? This can be a daunting and time-consuming task. My favorite
way to make it meaningful and “doable” for teachers is by focusing on six essential standards
which overlap or build on each other from kindergarten through fifth grade. Start by having
teachers jot down the instructional strategies and the vocabulary terms they use to teach these
essential standards. Next, have teachers look for gaps or major discrepancies in the
vocabulary or instructional strategies being used across the grade levels. Finally, agree on the
vocabulary and strategies you will use across grade levels for your campus. This is best done
by pulling academic vocabulary straight from the standards. If you are thinking about tackling
vertical alignment in math on your campus this year, feel free to reach out for more information
on how my campus has done this in the past. Best wishes on a fantastic year!

Nicole Fanning
Vice President, Elementary

High School
Thinkers vs. Mimickers

For 12 years I thought I was building thinkers. I asked leading questions, I had students who
looked engaged, and students who said they enjoyed my class. But every time I gave my
students a performance assessment from the TEKS resource system which put the skill I
taught together in an application problem, it was a struggle. When I say struggle, I mean it. I
would literally wake up in the morning knowing I was going to have a battle on my hands, and
braced myself for such. When I would leave for the day I was drained and frustrated. Why
couldn’t they just read the problem? It wasn’t that hard! Why did I have to jump start every
single group? Even the groups who had students who always excelled on practice and
assessments. Did they really learn the skills? Did they cheat on assessments and practices
(which for high school students was unfortunately a thought that did cross my mind)? It wasn’t
until I read Building Thinking Classrooms by Peter Liljedahl during the Christmas break of 2021
that I realized I was creating mimickers and not thinkers. For such a long time, math has been
about being able to mimic the teacher. I would venture to guess that you were successful in
math because you could mimic the teacher, I know that is true for me. I remember students
referring back to notes that I gave. Each time, I beamed with pride when they did this, but really
they were searching for a pattern to follow. But you see, when it came to what Peter calls a
“thinking task” or performance assessment my students had no idea where to start because
they didn’t have anything to mimic. So they just didn’t start, until I came around and they would
attempt to look like they were trying, but it was pretty apparent that they hadn’t started. Most of
my behavior issues happened on these days because students felt lost and frustrated. I am all
for productive struggle, but I hadn’t given them the tools to struggle productively. When I read
this book my toes were stepped on right away. I considered myself a good math teacher, but I
had taught my students how to mimic me. The premise of this book is to give you, the teacher,
practices that you can incorporate into your classroom that builds a culture of thinking, where
students feel okay to struggle and fail. Peter, along with several math teachers from elementary
school to high school, from low SES to high SES, spent years researching and trying these
practices until they found the optimum number of students who spent the optimum amount of
time thinking in math class. I am excited to start incorporating these practices, or toolkits (as
they are called in the book), into my classroom this year to start building thinkers instead of
mimickers.
Meaghan Lewis
Vice President, High School

College and University
Hello, and welcome to the fall semester! I hope you had a wonderful summer and that you are
ready for the start of a new term. We are looking forward to a great CTCTM Fall Meeting in
October. Do your preservice teachers need professional development for an assignment in
your fall course? Please encourage them to attend, and please let your college and university
colleagues in the area know as well. Our goal is to support building mathematical communities
by focusing on these three Rs: Renew, Reconnect, Reimagine. See this newsletter for
additional information.
I have another resource to share with you. Check out Elicit: The AI Research Assistant, which
can be found at https://elicit.org/. Enter a question in the search bar, and this website will find
publications that help to answer your question. The results show the publication title, a
takeaway from the abstract, the PDF (if available), the publication year, and the number of
citations. You can populate additional information about each publication as well including the
journal name, author name(s), DOI, and more! You can filter by keywords, date, study type,
and if the PDF is available. If you are a researcher, this resource allows you to look for
research that you might have previously missed. Further, preservice teachers can use this as a
resource as well. If they are exploring research related to teaching or learning a particular topic,
this might help them in their search. They can also pair this with Connected Papers (see the
previous newsletter). How might this resource benefit you this fall?
I hope to see you at the CTCTM Fall Meeting!
Ryann Shelton
Vice President, College and University
Ryann Shelton, Vice President- College
Pre-Service Teachers
Hi, I’m Mallory Siemer and I am starting my senior year at Baylor University School of
Education as a Middle Grades Mathematics Intern.
One of the most vital things I learned from my TA experience, in a 7th grade classroom, was the
importance of getting to know your students. In my first few lessons I had the students do short
activities that helped me get to know them and their interests. I used Google forms to get to
know students more personally and “Would you rather….” questions to engage them in the
lesson while continuing to build relationships with the class. I quickly saw that students were
more open to talking to me when they entered the class or when they had a question. I also
saw a change in how students interacted with their peers; they became more talkative and
more willing to use each other as resources. Going into my intern year, I am most excited
about building a classroom environment by getting to know students in similar ways and seeing
students’ growth throughout the year.
I hope you all have a smooth and joyful first semester and I can’t wait to hear all the fun stories
of you with your students!
Mallory Siemer
Vice President, Pre-Service Teachers

Great Books from NCTM!
Plan for your Problem of the
Week for the Year!
Great Books from NCTM!

NCTM offers great problems for you to
consider organized by grade bands and topics.
There are lots to choose from and you can plan
for your entire year!
https://www.nctm.org/pows/

Be sure to visit the NCTM web site for the latest
releases in books that are great resources! There
are several great series of books that you can
consider and ideas for just about any topics you
need! Go to https://www.nctm.org/featuredbooks/
for some recommendations.

2022 NCTM Annual Meeting & Exposition in Los Angeles
#NCTMLA22 September 28–October 1, 2022
NCTM's Annual Meeting & Exposition is the premier professional development event for mathematics educators, from PreK-12 teachers
to university professors. This event will feature hundreds of education sessions and provide a full range of program content, including
learning opportunities, networking, and collaboration.

https://www.nctm.org/annualmeeting/

Available Grants
Apply for NCTM's Mathematics Education Trust
grants, scholarships, and awards. Funding ranges
from $1,500 to $24,000 and is available to help
math teachers, prospective teachers, and other math
educators improve the teaching and learning of
mathematics.
Application Deadline 11/1/22
More information available at
https://www.nctm.org/Grants/

Keep Membership Up to
Date

If you are not an NCTM member, be sure to join
today! If you are a member, be sure to keep
your membership up to date, so that you do miss
a single resource!
$94 Essential Membership
$149 Premium Membership
$49 Emeritus Membership
$49 Student Membership
To learn more about what each option offers, go
to https://www.nctm.org/Membership/

Ctctm.officers@gmail.com
CTCTM
One Bear Place #97314
Baylor University
Waco, TX 76798

@CenTexCTM
@Ctctm12
https://www.facebook.com/
ctctm4U

Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics
CTCTM Membership / Information Form
All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written
permission of the CTCTM Executive Council.
First Name__________________________________ Last Name __________________________________
Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________ State __________________ Zip _____________________
Name of School _______________________________ Your Position ______________________________
Home Phone (__________)_______________________ Work Phone (_________)_____________________
Preferred Email _________________________________________________
Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)

yes

no

Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle) yes

no

Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online (www.nctm.org), using the pull-down menu to indicate
that you are a member of CTCTM. NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your membership, which
really helps us.

Please check one of the following:

Check those that best describe your level of involvement:

School Type: ________ Public
________ Nonpublic

________ Teacher

________ P-2

________ Student

________ 3-5

________ Counselor

________ 6-8

________ Principal

________ 9-12

________ Supervisor

________ University

________ Other: ____________________________
Annual Dues:

Mail to:

Lianne Jones

Regular Membership

$15.00

Baylor University

Student Membership

$5.00

One Bear Place #97314

Make check payable to CTCTM.

Waco, TX 76798
ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY

Date Entered/Renewed _________________________

Amount Paid ________________________

Membership Expiration ________________________

Acknowledgment Sent ________________

Members: Has your membership information changed?
Contact Lianne Jones at Lianne_Jones1@Baylor.edu to update your information.

