
 

  Central Texas Council  
of Teachers of Mathematics CTCTM Newsletter 

Spring 2018 
Greetings CTCTM Members!  I hope you all have had an amazing fall semester! I have enjoyed my time with my students. Seeing 
them investigate mathematics and become more confident in their abilities is truly a wonderful experience to witness. Also, I am blessed by a wonderful teaching staff that not only pushes their 
students to become excellent students, but also pushes each other to become better educators. We are truly a profession that never stops learning because if we do, we will become irrelevant to our 
students.  We must continue to better our teaching practices so we can continue to meet the needs of all students who grace our doors. Teaching mathematics is not for the faint of heart. I have seen our members in action and I am so fortunate to have learned from you in our past conferences, meetings 
and even in some of your classrooms. Keep up the excellent work!  
I also want to encourage you all to SAVE THE DATE for our CTCTM Spring Conference. On Saturday, January 27, 2018, CTCTM will host our annual Spring Conference at University High School in Waco, TX. This year, we are excited to announce Cathy Seeley as our Keynote Speaker! A former President 
of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics as well as a recently retired Senior Fellow with the Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Texas, Cathy is committed to providing a high quality 
mathematics education for all K-12 students. Her knowledge of National and Texas level mathematics education is unparalleled, and I am excited about her message to our members!  
As a member of CTCTM, we want to encourage you to become more involved in our organization. There are opportunities to serve on committees and/or to serve as an appointed or elected position on 
the Executive Council. The Call for Nominations for officer positions is found in this newsletter and on the website. Elected officer positions available for 2018 are Treasurer, VP – High School, VP – Elementary, VP – Pre-Service Teacher, Membership Chair, and NCTM Representative. Nominations 
are being accepted now until January 13, 2018. Please consider nominating colleagues or yourself for these important positions. If you are interested or have questions, you may contact me at 
Kayla.Brown@MidwayISD.org or Arash Abnoussi at aabnoussi@esc12.net. Details of terms and responsibilities can be found in our constitution posted on our website (www.ctctm.org).  
As an affiliate of NCTM, we want to encourage you to see what a membership in NCTM would offer you!  Please check out their website (www.nctm.org) to see the member resources and opportunities 
that are offered to all members.  
I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season this year. Spend time rejuvenating your mind, body and spirit by spending time with loved ones and eating too many holiday goodies. I look forward to seeing you all on January 27th at our Spring Conference! 
 
 
 
 Kayla Brown 

CTCTM President 
2016-2018 

 
 



     

  
As a member of CTCTM, we want to encourage you to become more involved in this  
organization. There are opportunities to serve on committees and/or to serve as an  
appointed or elected position on the Executive Council. Please consider nominating  

colleagues or yourself for these important positions. Also, if you are interested or  
have questions, you may contact Kayla Brown at Kayla.Brown@MidwayISD.org or  
Arash Abnoussi at aabnoussi@esc12.net. Elected officer positions available are:  

 
VP – High School  
VP – Elementary  

VP – Pre-Service Teacher  
Treasurer  

Membership Chair  
NCTM Representative 

 
Nominations are being accepted now until January 13. 

Self-nominations are accepted. Details of term and responsibilities  
can be found in our constitution posted on our website (www.ctctm.org).  

  CTCTM 2018 Spring Conference  
January 27, 2018 

University High School 
Waco, Texas     

Breakfast 7:45 – 8:15  
Opening Meeting   8:15 – 8:30  

Keynote Speaker: Cathy Seeley 8:30 – 9:30 
Break-Out Sessions and Scheduled Time to visit Vendors 

Pre-Service Teacher Luncheon 1:00 – 2:00 
   
  

  
 



  
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      

 
 
  

Twitter  
 

Greetings, 
 
We are in the thick of the year. As we have some time to rest and relax over the 
holiday, it is a good time to collect some new mathematical ideas and inspiration. 
One easy way I like to do this is by utilizing social media, specifically Twitter. There 
are so many good ideas from educators around the world. A few people that I 
specifically follow are @MarkChubb3 @mathmashup. There are also a couple of 
hashtags on twitter that have been useful for me in my classroom. #WODB 
#mathchat. I would love for you to follow me as well @DebbieStrouse. I look forward 
to seeing you at the spring CTCTM conference. Please email me if you have any 
questions about elementary math or about finding good information on social media. 
 
Sincerely, 
Debbie Strouse 
VP of Elementary 
Debbie.strouse@midwayisd.org  
 

The 2017 Fall Meeting was a hit!  
Participants enjoyed grade-level  

break-out sessions focused on Geometry.  
Thank you to our speakers! 



 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

OMG: No, it is not Oh My Goodness 
 

After consideration on whether to endorse a math product, I decided yes. The Outstanding 
Math Guide by Davis, Hildebrand, Jochum, and Sheperd (www.theoutstandingguides.com). 
It is an excellent graphic organizer! Using one paper folder with brads, a student can add 
the foldables to cover all the year’s TEKS. That one paper folder (their OMG) becomes the 
math journal for the entire year. The foldables are differentiated, so the teacher can choose 
which ones to use. In the brads I have added vocabulary, a math chart, and goals for the 
year. The folder is small and lightweight, so it fits in their backpacks. The students use it on 
homework, daily work, and on certain tests. I have tried the composition book math journal 
idea, but, for whatever reason, never followed through the entire year. This is my third year 
to use the OMG. The students like it, and I like it. Research it. You may like it, too. 
 
Jane Sykes 
CTCTM Middle School Vice President 

News from Your VP University Representative 
 
This semester has flown by and I have been honored to witness many great mathematics 
happenings in classrooms from PreK-16. While educators are very busy planning and 
implementing wonderful activities in the classroom, they can often forget to seek outside 
assistance to support instructional approaches and research into best practices. Therefore, I 
want to remind everyone about some wonderful grant opportunities from NCTM. The following 
list highlights some grant opportunities that will connect and support to many of the exciting 
things going on in our local classrooms. I encourage you to consider applying for one of the 
below grants and submit your application by the May 4, 2018, deadline. More details can be 
found online at www.nctm.org.  
 

(1) Enhancing Student Mathematics Learning through the Use of Tools and 
Technology Grants (PreK-12). Grants of up to $3000 awarded to persons currently 
teaching mathematics in grades PreK-12 for the innovative use of technology. 

(2) PreK-8 Preservice Teacher Action Research Grants. A grant with a maximum of 
$3000 will be award for action research conducted collaboratively by pre-service, in-
service, and university faculty. 

(3) School In-Service Training Grants. Classroom teachers receive up to $4000 for 
support of in-service programs.  

 
I also want to remind everyone about the wonderful opportunity to share an idea and be 
published! I encourage you to submit classroom stories, exemplar lessons, engaging 
activities, manuscripts, or mathematical puzzles to editor@txmathteachers.org. Texas 
Mathematics Teacher is the academic journal for the Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics and the publication of this journal has recently moved to our local area—Baylor 
University. Please share the wonderful things you do in your classroom! 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful spring semester, and I look forward to seeing you all at the 
Spring CTCTM conference on January 27, 2018! 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Rachelle Rogers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Purposeful Reflection 

 
This school year I have tried to implement procedures to facilitate student self-
assessment. One of these strategies is an extension of an AVID strategy called 
Boxes of Understanding that I typically use as an exit ticket. By the door in my 
classroom, I have 4 laminated file folders, each with the numbers 1 through 4 
printed on them. At the end of a lesson, students will grab a sticky note or slip of 
paper to complete their exit ticket on and then they will assess themselves on how 
well they felt they understood the lesson (giving themselves a 4, 3, 2, or 1). A 4 is “I 
understand it and could teach someone else,” 3 is “I can do most of it by myself, but 
may need assistance sometimes,” 2 is “I am starting to get it, but I need assistance,” 
and 1 is “I could use more help on this.” I have these descriptions next to the 
folders, so students can refer to them at any time. Students will stick their sticky 
note on the folder of the number they most closely identify (or they will put their slip 
of paper inside the folder). I have found that this really helps me understand which 
students are ready to move on and which students could benefit from further 
tutorials. It also empowers the students to be responsible for their own education.  
Caitlyn Layman 
CTCTM High School Vice President  

Self-Assessment 
  
Hello! It’s been a wonderful semester as a student teacher, and I have learned more things 
than I can even put into words. Teaching is a wonderful calling! I hope all of your semesters 
have been full of new ideas and student success! 
  
Sometimes the idea of self-assessment is not super exciting, but it is pivotal to getting 
students involved in their assignments, success, and understanding. One way to do that is to 
start the year off by having students identify what type of learner they are. Explain the 
differences between auditory, visual, and kinesthetic, and have them write down what type or 
what mix of those they think they are. If you have time in your classroom, there are actually 
questionnaires that students can take to find out if they are unsure, or you can also go into 
depth of each type of learner to help them understand how they learn best. Once you know 
their type, you can work on incorporating different activities into your lessons to involve all of 
your students and increase their participation and understanding. 
  
Lastly, as an exit ticket (or maybe something for those who finish early), have students 
describe in words something you learned that day. Whether it be a process or a definition or a 
theorem, having them write it out will show themselves what they know. In our classroom, my 
mentor teacher has the numbers 1-4 on the wall by the door for students to stick their ticket 
on their understanding level. This is an incredible way for us to see where they think they are 
(1 being the lowest level and 4 being the highest level of understanding) and then pick up 
from that point tomorrow and see how we can encourage and help! Whatever way you decide 
to incorporate self-assessment, know that it will benefit both you and your students! 
  
Rebekah Tate 
VP for Pre-Service Teachers 
Rebekah_tate@baylor.edu  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (CTCTM)  
Professional Mathematics Organization Scholarship 

 
This scholarship will award a one-year membership to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), a 
one-year membership to the Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (TCTM), and a one-year membership to the 
Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (CTCTM). 
 
Deadline: January 13, 2018   
 
Eligibility: Any student attending a Texas college or university and who plans on student teaching during 2018-2019 in 
order to pursue teacher certification with a specialization or teaching field in mathematics or any teacher who has taught 
for fewer than two years and who is not a member of TCTM or NCTM. The applicant must either have permanent 
residence in one of the counties served by Region 12 in Central Texas or attend a college/university located in counties 
served by Region 12 in Central Texas. 
 
Applicant Information-All information must be completed for consideration. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
               Last                                               First                                          Middle 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
                  Number & Street 
 
    _____________________________________           ___________________            ______________ 
                   City                                                                              State                                          Zip Code 
 
Contact: (          )   ______________   (        ) _________________            ________________________________ 
                     Home Phone                              Work Phone                                   Email Address 
 
College/Campus Information 
 
College/Campus Name________________________________ Graduation Year ___________ 
 
Teaching Certification: ______________________ Years Taught: _______________ 
 
Campus/School District: _____________________________ 
 
 
You must submit the following electronically by January 13, 2018, to Kayla.Brown@midwayisd.org, President of 
CTCTM: 
 

1. Completed application.  
2. An essay of 500-1500 words that describes how membership in a professional mathematics organization will 

help you as a teacher of mathematics. 

 
Questions may also be sent to the same e-mail address. Information concerning this scholarship can also be found at 

www.ctctm.org. An appointed CTCTM committee will review applications. Recipient’s name will be submitted to the 
CTCTM Executive Board who will then notify the recipient and post name to CTCTM website. 

 



Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
CTCTM Membership / Information Form 

 
All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written 
permission of the CTCTM Executive Council. 
 
 First Name__________________________________    Last Name __________________________________ 
Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________________   State __________________   Zip _____________________ 
Name of School _______________________________    Your Position ______________________________ 
Home Phone (__________)_______________________   Work Phone (_________)_____________________ 
Preferred Email _________________________________________________ 
 
Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)    yes    no    Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle)   yes    no 
Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online (www.nctm.org), using the pull-down menu to indicate 
that you are a member of CTCTM.  NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your membership, which 
really helps us.  
 
Please check one of the following:  Check those that best describe your level of involvement: 
School Type: ________ Public       ________ Teacher  ________ P-2 
           ________ Nonpublic    ________ Student  ________ 3-5 
        ________ Counselor  ________ 6-8 
        ________ Principal  ________ 9-12 
        ________ Supervisor  ________ University 
        ________ Other: ____________________________ 
 
Annual Dues:     Mail to:   Patricia Bahnsen 
Regular Membership $15.00     Baylor University 
Student Membership $5.00     One Bear Place #97328 
Make check payable to CTCTM.     Waco, TX  76798 
        

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 
Date Entered/Renewed _________________________ Amount Paid ________________________ 
Membership Expiration ________________________ Acknowledgment Sent ________________ 
 
 
 
 

Members: Has your membership information changed? 
Contact Patricia Bahnsen at Patricia_Bahnsen@Baylor.edu to update your information. 



  
On December 2, the Mathematics Teacher Academy had a  
follow-up to their summer meeting. Teachers from central  
Texas gathered to explore technology and mathematical tasks!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2017-2018 CTCTM Officers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CTCTM 
One Bear Place #97314 

Baylor University 
Waco, TX 76798 

President 
Kayla Brown 
Midway ISD 

Kayla.Brown@midwayisd.org   

President-Elect 
Arash Abnoussi 
Region 12 ESC 

aabnoussi@esc12.net  
Treasurer 

Cheryl McDuff 
China Spring ISD 

Cherylmcduff1@gmail.com  

Secretary 
Ebony Cousins 

Waco ISD 
Ebony.Cousins@wacoisd.org  

Vice President - Pre-Service Teachers 
Rebekah Tate 

Baylor University 
Rebekah_Tate@baylor.edu  

Vice President - Elementary 
Debbie Strouse 
Midway ISD 

Debbie.Strouse@midwayisd.org  

Vice President - Junior High 
Jane Sykes 
Waco ISD 

Jane.Sykes@wacoisd.org  

Vice President - High School 
Caitlyn Layman 

Waco ISD 
Caitlyn.Layman@wacoisd.org  

Vice President - University 
Rachelle Rogers 

Baylor University 
Rachelle_Rogers@baylor.edu  

Membership Chair 
Patricia Bahnsen 
Baylor University 

Patricia_Bahnsen@baylor.edu  

Newsletter & Website Editor 
Ryann Shelton 

Baylor University 
Ryann_Shelton@baylor.edu  

NCTM Representative 
Becky Hahne 
Robinson ISD 

bhahne@robinson.k12.tx.us  

 

 

Community Relations Representative 
Lorri Sapp 

Midway ISD 
Lorri.Sapp@midwayisd.org  

 


