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Greetings to all CTCTM Members! 
 
This is our annual conference newsletter that is full of information for our Spring Conference that will be held Saturday, 
January 23, 2016 at University High School in Waco, TX. . You can find more conference information throughout this 
newsletter including registration. You can also find the latest information and process for registration on our website, 
www.ctctm.org, where there are several options. There is a mail-in option, PayPal, and one where you can register on-
line but pay onsite. We will also have onsite registration but it will help us in planning if you register early. If your district 
is doing a ‘bulk’ registration, they can either mail in the payment or bring it when the teachers come to the conference. If 
you have any questions, do not hesitate to email me at Trena_Wilkerson@baylor.edu or Cheryl McDuff or Patricia 
Bahansen (their emails are included in this newsletter). Please note as registration can be confusing, if you joined 
CTCTM or renewed your dues after February 2015 (that is after the January 2015 conference) then you do not have to 
pay again to register for the conference as it will be covered, but you do need to register. Last year we held the conference 
a month earlier than in past years and it seemed to work much better for all. We had a very high attendance and it gave us 
all a chance to get new ideas for the new spring semester! The conference evaluations reflected an excellent professional 
development experience and an opportunity to network with other mathematics teachers across our area. To that end, we 
decide to hold it in January again. 
 
By the time you get this newsletter you will either be getting ready for a well deserved break, in the midst of it, or coming 
back from it!  This is a time for exploring new ideas, reflecting on the past year of teaching and learning mathematics, and 
considering our next steps in mathematics education. What will you do? Will you read a new book or journal article to 
explore ways of reaching all students in mathematics? Will you join an organization such as the Texas Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, or another organization focused on the 
teaching and learning of mathematics to extend your professional network? Will you get involved in an online 
mathematics education community such as Mathtwitterblogosphere or Youcubed to expand your professional learning 
community? Will you attend your local Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics spring conference in January 
2016 (we hope you will! J)? I encourage you (and me!) to pick one, two, several….whatever fits your interest and 
schedule. Share your learning with us (CTCTM) on Facebook! You can like us from our webpage or find us through 
Facebook. 
 
As a member of CTCTM, please consider ways that you can become more involved in this organization. There are 
opportunities to serve on committees and/or to serve as an appointed or elected position on the Executive Council. If you 
are interested, please contact me by January 10, 2016 at Trena_Wilkerson@baylor.edu. Elected officer positions available 
for 2016 are Treasurer, Membership chair, VP of Elementary Schools, VP of High Schools, and the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics Representative. Nominations are being accepted now until January 10, 2016. Self-nominations 
are accepted. Details of term and responsibilities can be found in our constitution posted on our website. 
 
If you have ideas on how our affiliate can better serve you and mathematics education in our area, please let me know! 
 
See you at the Spring 2016 conference in January! 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Trena L. Wilkerson  
President CTCTM 

2014-2016 
 
 

Like us on Facebook for updates! 
Direct URL is 

 https://www.facebook.com/ctctm4U?fref=ts 
 

Or just Google CTCTM and you can find us! 



 

Conference Schedule 
 

8:30 - 9:30 AM 
Keynote Address 

 
9:40 - 10:20 AM 
Breakout Session 

 
10:20 - 10:40 AM 

Elementary Visit Vendors 
 

10:30 - 11:10 AM 
Secondary Breakout Session 

 

11:10 - 11:30 AM 
Secondary Visit Vendors 
 
10:40 - 11:20 AM 
Elementary Breakout Session 
 
11:30 - 12:10 PM 
Breakout Session 
 
12:20 - 1:00 PM 
Breakout Session 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

!

!

Central Texas Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics Spring Conference 

Hosted at: 
University High School 

3201 S. New Road 
Waco, TX 76706 

 
Sponsored by Baylor 

University, Department of 
Curriculum & Instruction 

January 23, 2016 
!

Register online at 
www.ctctm.org 

Cost: Regular-$15 
Students-$5 

Contact information: 
Patricia_Bahnsen@baylor.edu or 

call (254) 710-3070 

A light breakfast and Door Prizes will be available at the conference!  
Light breakfast items will be available from 8:00-8:30. 

 
Breakout Session schedule subject to change. 

See CTCTM.org for latest information. 



 
Elementary Greetings 

 
Greetings Teachers of Mathematics, 
 
When it comes to online tools to help enhance your students' Math skills, the following three websites are 
my personal favorites. Please take advantage of these wonderful free resources. 
 
XtraMath.com<http://xtramath.com/> is a free web-based resource designed to help students master basic 
Math facts. It offers a variety of programs oriented toward parents, teachers and schools responsible for 
teaching basic Math to K-12 students. 
 
HappyNumbers.com<http://happynumbers.com/> is a sequential course of K-2 Numeracy instruction. 
It's designed with depth and rigor to build conceptual understanding of the topic and to develop higher-order 
thinking in your students. 
 
IXL.com<http://ixl.com/> Offers hundreds of online Math practice skills covering pre-K to high school. 
Even though this is not a free website, it generously offers 20 free questions per day, per student on any 
given concept in Math. All of IXL's skills are fully aligned to Texas Standards. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions and suggestions that you may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
Arash Abnoussi, Vice-President Elementary 
arash.abnoussi@midwayisd.org	  

 
Latest News! 

 
Sample Information on the new Every Student Succeeds Act 
 
NCTM: http://www.nctm.org/News-and-Calendar/News/NCTM-News-Releases/Every-Student-Succeeds-
Act-signed-into-law/ 
 
Final Report: http://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/ESSA%20FINAL%20Conference%20Report.pdf 
 
Washington Post: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-
sheet/wp/2015/12/05/the-disturbing-provisions-about-teacher-
preparation-in-no-child-left-behind-rewrite/  
 
The White House: https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2015/12/10/white-house-report-every-student-succeeds-act  
 
Education 
Week: http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2015/12/10/essa-
cements-the-k-12-obama-duncan-legacy.html?cmp=eml-enl-eu-
news2 
 

 
 

Connect with us and stay up to 
date on the happenings! 
Webpage: http://www.ctctm.org 
 

 Twitter: @ CenTexCTM 
 
 

Don’t forget to like us on 
facebook! 



 
Middle School Happenings: A New Year 

 
Are You Sure Your Students are “Getting it”? 

 
Have you, as a teacher, ever wondered if your students were “Getting it”?  Sure, you could give a test, but 
class time is precious, and tests take time.  Are you looking for ideas to quickly and purposefully assess your 
students throughout instruction and learning?  Then I have the solution for you!  Mathematics Formative 
Assessment, 75 Practical Strategies for Linking Assessment, Instruction, and Learning written by Keeley and 
Tobey, a Corwin and NCTM Joint Publication. 
 
We all know that a formative assessment can significantly improve student learning.   It activates learning, 
engages students, challenges students’ ideas and curiosities, encourages reflection, helps students consider 
alternative viewpoints, etc.  What excited me about the book was that the collection of assessments identified 
and described content-specific practical techniques I could use to build my repertoire of assessment 
strategies for my classroom.  I recognized some of my favorites, and you will, too. 
 
The acronym FACT (Formative Assessment Classroom Technique) is used to label the 75 techniques.  
Before a FACT is selected, there must be a clear match between the FACT and the learning goal it is 
intended to target.  Each FACT provides a description of what it is, how to promote learning, how it informs 
instruction, design, and administration, modifications, general implementation attributes, caveats, and use in 
other general areas.  Even though mathematics is in the book title, it can be used in all subject areas. 
Here are examples of FACTS: 
 

• Always, Sometimes, or Never True 
Students examine a set of statements and decide if they are always true, sometimes true, or 
never true.  A sample form is given.  Ease of use=high; time demand=medium; cognitive 
demand=high.  Modifications are given for younger students. Caveat=make sure students try 
out multiple examples before deciding.  FACT can be used in science, social studies, language 
arts, health, foreign language, and visual and performing arts. 
 

• Example, Non-example 
Instead of asking, “Is this an example of _______?” students generate their own examples and 
why, and non-examples and why.  Sample form is given.  Ease of use=high; time 
demand=medium; cognitive demand=medium. 
 

• First to Five 
Students hold up, close to their chests, a closed fist (no understanding) or 1-5 fingers (I 
understand it completely and can explain to someone else).  Ease of use=high; time 
demand=low; cognitive demand=low. 
 

Well, there are 72 more strategies for you to investigate.  My students have benefitted from the variety of 
examples.  I am no longer using my favorite ones repeatedly.  You won’t either.  No more! 
 
There is a wealth of data every day in the classroom that comes from listening to students interact, observing 
their actions, and analyzing their responses.  The next challenge is what are you going to do with all this data 
from the FACTS? 
 
Jane Sykes, Vice-President Middle School 



Thoughts from the University Perspective 

If you haven’t checked out Code.org yet, take some time to do so.  Yes, it is computer programming, but that 
includes problem solving, sequential thinking, checking for details, and lots of fun.  Hour of Code is held 
each December as a push to get lots of people coding at once, but code.org has tons of FREE activities, 
videos, and curriculum to use all year.  Many are icon based activities, so elementary students can complete 
them.  There is even a Computer Science in Algebra curriculum marked for middle school: 
https://code.org/curriculum/algebra.   
 
Happy coding! 
 
Michelle Moravec 
VP for University 

Greetings from your President-Elect 
 
The fall semester has seemed to fly by with so many things happening in the Mathematics realm.  
Elementary and Middle Schools are working on fine tuning their teaching with standards that are still very 
new to them, while at the High School level teachers are in the middle of their first official year with new 
standards and new textbooks as well.  It is easy during this time of the year to become disillusioned with the 
seemingly endless list of tasks that need to be completed before the holidays – i.e. grades, final exams, ARD 
meetings, parent meetings, faculty meetings, etc.  As the Math Instructional Specialist on campus, I always 
encourage my teachers to use the holiday spirit to bring a positive, confident perspective into the classroom.  
 
When looking forward to the New Year it is a great time to set goals for both you as a teaching professional 
and with your students.  I know the STAAR and EOC at the end of the year are always looming, but I never 
want those tests to seem like that’s all we as educators are concerned with.  This year, our Algebra 1 teachers 
at Midway have focused on setting goals with their students.  By setting these goals, our teachers are able to 
build relationships and learn a bit more about their students based on the discussions they have during their 
goal setting meeting.  Some students set goals that they want to earn Level 3: Advanced on their EOC, others 
want to pass the course or EOC, yet still there are others who have always struggled in mathematics and just 
want to have a positive year and experience some success.  Most math teachers did not struggle during their 
K-12 years, therefore, understanding the demeanor of a student who feels as though he or she has never 
experienced mathematical success can be difficult.  I encourage our teachers to make meaningful 
connections with their kids and celebrate the small successes of all our students.  Walking into a classroom 
filled with dread simply because it is marked a ‘math’ classroom is not a feeling we want for our students.  
By creating a positive atmosphere where our kids can learn and feel successful in mathematics, we can finish 
out the academic year on a high note… and maybe even have a students who look forward to their math class 
next year.  
 
I hope you have a wonderful holiday season!  Recharge yourself, focus on family and think about how you 
can create significant goals with your students in the New Year.  There is much to do in our mathematics 
classrooms, but the hard work and devoted demeanor of the teachers in our area will make for a great 
beginning of 2016!  Thank you for all that you do for our students! 

 
Kayla Brown 
President - Elect 



 
 
 
 
Conference of the Advancement of Mathematics Teaching (CAMT) 
June 29-June 1, 2016, San Antonio, TX 
www.camtonline.org 
 
Mark your calendars now!   
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics Annual Conference (NCTM) 
April 5-8, 2017, San Antonio, TX 
 
Get ready to submit a proposal (submission portal will open soon) and plan to attend! Let¹s welcome 
everyone to Texas! 
www.nctm.org 
 
 
 
 
	  
UPDATES from TASM (Texas Association of Supervisor of Mathematics) 
SBOE Updates 
The State Board of Education met November 17 - 20, 2015. Summaries of actions taken by the SBOE can be 
found on the Texas Education Agency's website at tea.texas.gov/sboe/actions/ 
 
Texas Education Today Newsletter 
Check out the December 2015 Texas Education Today newsletter which includes stories on the SBOE 
Learning Roundtable on Educating the Digital Generation, Proposed STAAR Performance Standards, and 
2015 NAEP math scores in Texas. http://tea.texas.gov/communications/tet.aspx 
 
TODOS 
TODOS and the University of Arizona are offering teacher stipends to attend the 2016 TODOS Conference. 
  
The Application for stipends is open to teachers and teachers-on-assignment who work at one single school 
site. ACT NOW as the stipend application will be open to those who are not currently members later this 
month.  Stipends are LIMITED and available on a first come first served basis. 
 
Those of us who do not qualify for a stipend, but plan on attending the conference should register now, 
as attendance for our conference will be capped. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

MORE UPDATES! 

http://www.nctm.org/  
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (CTCTM) Professional 
Mathematics Organization Scholarship 

 
This scholarship will award a one-year membership to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), a 
one-year membership to the Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (TCTM), and a one-year membership to the 
Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics (CTCTM). 
 
Deadline: January 1, 2016    
 
Eligibility: Any student attending a Texas college or university and who plans on student teaching during 2016 in order 
to pursue teacher certification with a specialization or teaching field in mathematics or any teacher who has taught for 
fewer than two years and who is not a member of TCTM or NCTM. The applicant must either have permanent residence 
in one of the counties served by Region 12 in Central Texas or attend a college/university located in counties served by 
Region 12 in Central Texas. 
 
Applicant Information-All information must be complete for consideration. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
           Last                                               First                                          Middle 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
               Number & Street 
 
   _____________________________________           ___________________            ______________ 
                   City                                                                              State                                          Zip Code 
 
Contact: (          )   ___________   (        ) ___________   ________________________________ 
                     Home Phone                              Work Phone                                   Email Address 
 
College/Campus Information 
 
College/Campus Name________________________________ Graduation Year ___________ 
 
Teaching Certification: ______________________ Years Taught: _______________ 
 
Campus/School District: _____________________________ 
 
 
You must submit the following electronically by January 1, 2016 to trena_wilkerson@baylor.edu, President of 
CTCTM: 
 

1. Completed application.  
2. An essay of 500-1500 words that describes how membership in a professional mathematics organization will 

help you as a teacher of mathematics. 

Questions may also be sent to the same e-mail address. Information concerning this scholarship can also be found at 
www.ctctm.org. Click on Resources and Centers and then the Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
link. An appointed CTCTM committee will review applications. Recipient’s name will be submitted to the CTCTM 
Executive Board who will then notify the recipient and post name to CTCTM website. 

 
 



 
Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

CTCTM Membership / Information Form 
 

All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written 
permission of the CTCTM Executive Council. 
 
 
First Name__________________________________    Last Name __________________________________ 

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________   State __________________   Zip _____________________ 

Name of School _______________________________    Your Position ______________________________ 

Home Phone (__________)_______________________   Work Phone (_________)_____________________ 

Preferred Email _________________________________________________ 

 

Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)    yes    no    Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle)   yes    no 

Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online (www.nctm.org), using the pull-down menu to 
indicate that you are a member of CTCTM.  NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your 
membership, which really helps us. 
 
 
Please check one of the following:  Check those that best describe your level of involvement: 

School Type: ________ Public      ________ Teacher  ________ P-2 

           ________ Nonpublic    ________ Student  ________ 3-5 

        ________ Counselor  ________ 6-8 

        ________ Principal  ________ 9-12 

        ________ Supervisor  ________ University 

        ________ Other: ____________________________ 

 

Annual Dues:     Mail to:   Patricia Bahnsen 

Regular Membership $15.00     Baylor University 

Student Membership $5.00     One Bear Place #97328 

Make check payable to CTCTM.     Waco, TX  76798 

        

  

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 

Date Entered/Renewed _________________________ Amount Paid ________________________ 

Membership Expiration ________________________ Acknowledgment Sent ________________ 
 

 



2015-2016 Officers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CTCTM  
One Bear Place #97314                     
Baylor University 
Waco, TX 76798-7328 
 
 
 

President 
Trena Wilkerson 
Baylor University 

Trena_Wilkerson@baylor.edu  

President-Elect 
Kayla Brown 
Midway ISD 

Kayla.brown@midwayisd.org 
Vice President - Elementary 

Arash Abnoussi 
Castleman Creek Elementary 

Arash.abnoussi@midwayisd.org 

Vice President – Junior High 
Jane Sykes 

Atlas Academy 
Jane.sykes@wacoisd.org 

Vice President - High School 
Caitlyn Thelen 

University High School 
Caitlyn.thelen@wacoisd.org 

Vice President - College/University 
Michelle Moravec 
Baylor University 

Michelle_Moravec@baylor.edu 

Secretary 
April Roberson 
Midway ISD 

April.Roberson@midwayisd.org 

Treasurer 
Cheryl McDuff 

China Spring High School 
Cherylmcduff1@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rachelle Rogers 

Baylor University 
Rachelle_Rogers@baylor.edu 

Webpage Editor 
Dittika Gupta 

Midwestern State University 
Dittika.Gupta@mwsu.edu 

Membership Chair 
Patricia Bahnsen 
Baylor University 

Patricia_Bahnsen@baylor.edu 
Community Relations Representative 

Debbie Perry 
Midway ISD 

Debbie.perry@midwayisd.org 
 

 

NCTM Representative 
BJ Williams 

Midway High School 
BJ.Willliams@midwayisd.org 

 
 


