
 

  

Message from the President 
 

Greetings to all CTCTM Members! 
 

As the fall semester comes to a close and the school year winds down for the winter holidays, I 
cannot help but be excited for all the wonderful things I have seen in classrooms this fall. Over 
the course of the past few months, I have been able to witness amazing instructional strategies to 
assist in closing the opportunity gaps highlighted by COVID-19. Some of those instructional 
strategies were shared at our very successful virtual fall meeting. I would like to thank all who 
participated and presented at this event.  
 
Speaking of events, registration is now open for our spring CTCTM conference. I hope to see you 
all on Saturday, January 22, 2022, at Region 12 ESC. You do not want to miss out on our first 
face-to-face conference since January 2020, which will offer excellent learning opportunities for 
all participants! The conference will begin with a light breakfast from 8:00-8:30 AM, followed by a 
brief annual CTCTM business meeting. Participants will then engage in three breakout sessions 
for different grade bands (elementary, middle, secondary, and all level) followed by our general 
session with Dan Meyer delivering our keynote address! Wait, that’s not all! Vendors will be 
present at the conference to discuss the latest and greatest instructional resources and there are 
numerous door prizes to be won! 
 
Preservice teachers (PSTs), you have an additional opportunity to engage in professional 
learning by attending the PST Breakfast starting at 7:45 AM on January 22, 2022, at Region 12 
ESC. During breakfast, you will have the opportunity to hear from a panel of beginning teachers, 
receive a NCTM resource, and win more door prizes! In order to not miss out on the 2022 spring 
CTCTM Conference, register at www.ctctm.net. 
 
While the CTCTM conference brings new learning opportunities to our members, it also brings 
new leadership. I will have the honor of passing the Presidential gavel to Dr. Kurt Salisbury and 
presenting a slate of new officers to our membership. I want to personally thank the outgoing 
CTCTM officers. Their leadership in math education during a pandemic has been second to 
none. It has been an honor and pleasure to serve as your president for the past two years and to 
work alongside so many outstanding educational leaders.   
 
I hope each of you has a safe and restful holiday season. I look forward to seeing you all on 
January 22, 2022 at our 22nd annual spring conference!  

 
 

 

Rachelle M. Rogers 
CTCTM President 
2020-2022 

 

http://www.ctctm.net/
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Elementary 
 

Useful strategies to use in the classroom 

Every year we see different issues when it comes to helping our students learn. I have been 
teaching for 14 years and I see the effects the past 2 years have had in my classroom. As 
teachers, we are trying to help our students become successful lifelong learners in a world that 
has changed a lot. How can we help students that are struggling to learn math concepts? 
Below I have placed a few useful strategies that are successful when working with struggling 
learners. 

Explicit, systematic instruction: 

• State objective and set purpose for the lesson. This lets students know what they are 
expected to learn. 

• Connect past knowledge to the new concept to be learned. Help students see that their 
prior knowledge is tied into what they will be learning. 

• Pre-teach and review vocabulary and procedures they will need. I like the Total Physical 
Response method (TPR). This method teaches vocabulary by using physical movement 
along with the new vocabulary. 

• Model new strategies for students using think-aloud and hands-on activities. Ensure that 
for young learners we are using concrete activities before we start using worksheets and 
abstract strategies. If the math task is difficult, break the steps down into smaller steps 
and work up or down from there. 

• Check for understanding often. Provide feedback promptly. We don’t want the incorrect 
practice to become habits that are hard to correct later. 

• Allow for independent practice. Independent practice allows students to reinforce and 
internalize what they have just learned. 

If you would like more information on Explicit and Systematic instruction here are a few helpful 
websites. 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/clf/eightelements_04-purposefulinstruction 

https://www.ldatschool.ca/planning-teaching-explicit-instruction/ 

Video Example:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDRsmxPA-
J8&ab_channel=TheIRISCenterVideoCollection  

 

Veronica Olvera, Vice President- Elementary 
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Middle School 

 
The middle school teachers in Midway have implemented a Learning Target 

Tracking Sheet to facilitate student self-assessment.  It is a simple chart with the 
TEKS written in student friendly language and a chart for students to track 
understanding.  This tool helps teachers and students focus on what the learning 
goal is and assess student growth throughout the unit.  The teachers have seen 
that this type of self-assessment promotes the skills of reflective practice and self-
monitoring, promotes academic integrity through student self-reporting of learning 
progress, develops self-directed learning, increases student motivation and 
engagement, and helps students develop goal setting skills.   
 
 

 

 
 

Lisa Painter, Vice President- Middle School 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
High School 

 
I recently had the opportunity to visit the Ron Clark Academy in Atlanta, GA. I’d 
heard it’s like Disney for teachers. I agree. It’s the school version of the happiest 
place on Earth. We were in actual classrooms with students part of the time and 
in workshop settings with teachers the rest of the time. The energy, engagement, 
and enthusiasm we observed was incredible.  

Before the trip, I wondered how much I would see that could be brought back to 
my classroom. The reality is there are so many little things we saw that can make 
a huge difference. Students were in motion frequently. They used hand signals 
and motions for vocabulary. There was music everywhere. The teachers were 
energetic and joyful.  

Seeing that level made me wonder, Has the stress of the last couple of years 
made me forget the joyful part of teaching?  

There’s no question that since the spring of 2020, teacher-life has been incredibly 
challenging. First there was the spring of 2020 when we had to invent remote 
instruction on a moment’s notice. Then there was 20-21 with remote and in-
person instruction. Our workload and stress level increased exponentially. As I 
returned to my classroom after our trip it dawned on me.   Am I still teaching in 
survival mode?   

Have I forgotten the importance of eye-contact with every student? Have I 
forgotten how much fun learning can be if I make an effort to incorporate 
movement, hand-motions, and even music? Have I forgotten how much my 
energy level affects the atmosphere of my classroom?  

It’s time to remember how much fun this job can be. It’s time to bring back joy in 
our classrooms. It’s time to notice the aha moments and the light in the eyes of 
our students when they know they are seen and understood.  

What we focus on seems bigger. Let’s not forget to focus on the good stuff.  

 
Michelle Ruddell, Vice President- High School 

 
 



 

College 
 

Greetings, all! I hope you are doing well as we wrap up this fall semester, close out 2021, and 
kick off 2022! We are certainly looking forward to a great CTCTM Spring Conference. If you are 
reading this, I challenge you to invite one colleague and your preservice teachers to join us at 
the conference. This is a great place to gather ideas and activities to use and share in your 
courses. We are also holding a breakfast especially for preservice teachers, so please spread 
the word! See this newsletter for additional information. 
 
I have another resource to share with you. It’s called Connected Papers and can be found at 
https://www.connectedpapers.com/. Enter in the title of a published paper or its DOI, and it will 
do just as it promises – it will find connected papers for you! This website will provide a graph 
of similar papers in your field. It also creates a visual of the connections. This resource allows 
you to look for related research that you might have previously missed. I imagine that this might 
be helpful for you in your own research, but it may also be helpful for preservice teachers. If 
they are exploring research related to teaching a particular topic, they need to know about this 
website. Perhaps they are engaging in lesson study or conducting action research. When they 
find a strong publication about any given topic, Connected Papers will help them find related 
publications on that same topic. How else might you use this resource for yourself or with 
preservice teachers?  
 
I hope we get a chance to visit at the CTCTM Spring Conference!  
 
Ryann Shelton, Vice President- College 

 

 

Pre-Service Teachers 

Hi everyone, I hope you’ve had a wonderful first semester and are enjoying the much need 
winter break! For the pre-service interns I hope you are taking the time to relax and re-energize 
before coming back to the classrooms in January 2022.  

During this first semester I learned so much valuable information from my co-teacher, math 
team, and professor about lesson planning and the real work of teaching. But one thing that 
made crafting lesson plans and teaching them more enjoyable was having a lesson theme. 
This suggestion was given to me from my professor and while it does take a bit more work, it 
results in student interest and engagement. One idea that worked specifically in my classroom 
was a proportion lesson the was based around a Pizza party. I told my students I was throwing 
a friend a pizza party and needed their help with the food proportions. We then worked out an 
NCTM problem of the week about a salsa recipe for the party. The students had been 
practicing proportions for the last couple of days, but the idea of helping me for a party 
established a purpose for the problems they practiced. The next week students asked how the 
party went and said they really enjoyed the lesson from that day. Since that lesson I have 
continued using themes to guide lessons like a Six Flags, Sports, Hotel, and Robbery lesson. I 
also highly suggest scrolling through the NCTM problem of the week and Illumination tabs for 
your grade band to find fun, real world math problems that can follow a theme!  

Have a fantastic break and hope to see you at the CTCTM conference in January! 

Katie Carlson, Vice President – Pre-Service Teachers  
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Students in our mathematics classes sometimes 
ask us, “When will I ever need to know this stuff?” 
It’s a question that has many answers depending on 
who has asked the question and why. My favorite 
answer, though, is this: “When you understand this 
math your life will be more interesting. Let's take a 
look . . .” These stories and lesson sketches, 
focused in the middle and high school grades, are 
meant to help your students extend their view of the 
world a little bit by using math to make sense of 
experiences in daily life. Behind each of these 
lessons is a story. With math as a tool, the world is 
a more awesome project.  

https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-
Resources/Features/Math-Sightings/ 

 

Great Books from NCTM! 

 
 
Be sure to visit the NCTM table in the vendor 
area during the CTCTM Spring Conference 
on January 22, 2022 to peruse the latest 
books from NCTM. A special discount code 
will be offered for ordering your favorites! 

 

 
2022 NCTM Annual Meeting & Exposition in Los Angeles 

#NCTMLA22     September 28–October 1, 2022  
NCTM's Annual Meeting & Exposition is the premier professional development event for mathematics educators, from PreK-12 
teachers to university professors. This event will feature hundreds of education sessions and provide a full range of program 
content, including learning opportunities, networking, and collaboration. 

https://www.nctm.org/annualmeeting/ 
 

Available Grants 
Apply for NCTM's Mathematics Education Trust 
grants, scholarships, and awards. Funding 
ranges from $1,500 to $24,000 and is available 
to help math teachers, prospective teachers, 
and other math educators improve the teaching 
and learning of mathematics. 
 

Application Deadline May 1, 2022 

More information available at 
https://www.nctm.org/Grants/ 

 

Keep Membership Up to 

Date 

 
If you are not an NCTM member, be sure to 
join today! If you are a member, be sure to 
keep your membership up to date, so that 
you do miss a single resource! 

 
$94 Essential Membership 

$149 Premium Membership 

$49 Emeritus Membership 

$49 Student Membership 

To learn more about what each option 
offers, go to 
https://www.nctm.org/Membership/ 

https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-Resources/Features/Math-Sightings/
https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-Resources/Features/Math-Sightings/
https://www.nctm.org/Grants/
https://www.nctm.org/Membership/
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CTCTM 
One Bear Place #97314 

Baylor University 
Waco, TX 76798 

@CenTexCTM 
 

 

@Ctctm12 
 
 
https://www.facebook.com/
ctctm4U 
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Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
CTCTM Membership / Information Form 

 

All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written 

permission of the CTCTM Executive Council. 
 

First Name__________________________________    Last Name __________________________________ 

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________   State __________________   Zip _____________________ 

Name of School _______________________________    Your Position ______________________________ 

Home Phone (__________)_______________________   Work Phone (_________)_____________________ 

Preferred Email _________________________________________________ 

 

Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)    yes    no    Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle)   yes    no 

Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online (www.nctm.org), using the pull-down menu to indicate 

that you are a member of CTCTM.  NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your membership, which 

really helps us. 

 

 
Please check one of the following:  Check those that best describe your level of involvement: 

School Type: ________ Public       ________ Teacher  ________ P-2 

           ________ Nonpublic    ________ Student  ________ 3-5 

        ________ Counselor  ________ 6-8 

        ________ Principal  ________ 9-12 

        ________ Supervisor  ________ University 

        ________ Other: ____________________________ 

 

Annual Dues:     Mail to:   Molly Bowen 

Regular Membership $15.00     Baylor University 

Student Membership $5.00     One Bear Place #97314 

Make check payable to CTCTM.     Waco, TX  76798 

        

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 

Date Entered/Renewed _________________________ Amount Paid ________________________ 

Membership Expiration ________________________ Acknowledgment Sent ________________ 

 

 

 

   
 

Members: Has your membership information changed? 

Contact Molly Bowen at Molly_Bowen1@Baylor.edu to update your information. 

 

http://www.nctm.org/
mailto:Molly_Bowen1@Baylor.edu

