
 

  

Message from the President 
 

Greetings CTCTM Members! 
 

As we begin 2023, I cannot help to reflect on what I experienced in 2022 as it relates to 
mathematics education. While challenges remain for the profession, there seems to be a rebirth 
in connecting with other educators and sharing teaching strategies. It was something I 
experienced firsthand at multiple conferences this past year and especially at NCTM and NCSM 
this past September. I was glad we were able to bring a little bit of that back home to central 
Texas with our speakers at the fall CTCTM virtual conference. 
 

Speaking of reconnecting with fellow math educators, registration is now open for our spring 
CTCTM conference. I hope to see you all on Saturday January 28th, 2023 at Chapel Park 
Elementary. The morning will begin with a light breakfast from 8:00-8:30 AM, followed by a brief 
annual CTCTM business meeting followed by our keynote speaker. This year’s keynote will be 
given by Robert Foster Cherry Award Winner, Dr. Hollylynne Lee. You can learn more about the 
Cherry Award here. Participants will then engage in three breakout sessions for different grade 
bands (elementary, middle, secondary, and all level). Vendors will also be present at the 
conference to discuss instructional resources, and there are numerous door prizes to be won!  
 

Preservice teachers (PSTs), you have an additional opportunity to engage in professional 
learning by attending the PST Breakfast starting at 7:45 AM on January 28th, 2023, at Chapel 
Park. During breakfast, you will have the opportunity to hear from a panel of beginning teachers, 
receive a NCTM resource, and win more door prizes! In order to not miss out on the 2022 spring 
CTCTM Conference, register at www.ctctm.net.  
 

I hope each and every one of you had a great holiday season. I am looking forward to seeing you 
at the annual spring conference on January 28th, 2023. 
 

Kurt Salisbury, Ph.D. 
CTCTM President 

 

 
 

 

https://www.baylor.edu/cherry_awards/
file:///C:/Users/Donham/Google%20Drive/CTCTM/Fall%202022%20newsletter/www.ctctm.net
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Elementary 
 
This year, I moved out of the classroom and into an instructional coaching role for reading. Through 
this lens, I see now more than ever the importance of explicitly teaching comprehension strategies 
in content areas other than just reading. If you only teach math, instructional strategies for reading 
may seem necessary but daunting. If “reading is thinking”, we must teach students these reading 
comprehension skills in order to grapple with word problems successfully. 
 
One way to do this is through the use of think-alouds to model comprehension strategies in a 
shared reading of a word problem. Share a word problem with your students. Read the problem 
aloud and tell students, “We are going to find the important information in this problem and highlight 
it. When I read a problem, I always ask myself first, ‘What does this problem want me to find?’ Then 
I ask myself, ‘What is the important information in this problem?’ Those are the words I want to 
highlight.” Next, have students read the problem and ask themselves the same questions. By 
explicitly teaching the comprehension strategy through a think-aloud, you can help your readers 
become increasingly proficient and intentional meaning makers when solving word problems 
independently. 
 
A colleague recently recommended a book by Laney Sammons called, Building Mathematical 
Comprehension as a resource for using literacy strategies to make meaning in math. I’ve added 
this to my shelf as a reading instructional coach and will continue to seek ways to teach 
comprehension in all content areas. 
 
Nicole Fanning 

Vice President, Elementary 

 

 

 
 

Middle School 
 
The Midway Middle School seventh grade PLC has been focused on developing a system that 
addresses the third and fourth PLC critical questions: How will we respond when some 
students do not learn, and how will we extend the learning for students who are already 
proficient. Since the teachers have implemented and tweaked their system during the fall 
semester, the process they go through is consistent and manageable. When they plan the 
Common Formative Assessment (CFA), they also anticipate and plan the reteach resources 
and the enrichment activities for the day after the assessment. After each CFA, the team brings 
and looks at the student work together. They group students into three categories: 1. Students 
that are ready for enrichment, 2. Students that should be able to work with peers to fill gaps, 3. 
Students that need to work in a small group with the teacher to fill gaps. The day after the CFA, 
the students work in the assigned groups. The teachers are able to work with students that are 
in the most need, students are able to help each other deepen their understanding, students 
are able to extend their learning, and the data supports the success of their targeted system. 

 
Lisa Painter 

Vice President, Middle School 

 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Building-Mathematical-Comprehension-Laney-Sammons/dp/1425807895/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1463670259&sr=8-1&keywords=building+mathematical+comprehension&linkCode=sl1&tag=magema-20&linkId=141f47668cde67d0641223a53f31eaa0&asin=1425807895&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.amazon.com/Building-Mathematical-Comprehension-Laney-Sammons/dp/1425807895/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1463670259&sr=8-1&keywords=building+mathematical+comprehension&linkCode=sl1&tag=magema-20&linkId=141f47668cde67d0641223a53f31eaa0&asin=1425807895&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Great Books from NCTM! 

 

 

High School 

 
I have recently become fascinated with conceptual learning. I never, not once, asked why, 
when my teachers told me something, I accepted it and “memorized” it and moved on. Now 
that I am a math teacher, I believe when we know why we are more likely to remember it. So in 
trying to understand why perpendicular lines have opposite reciprocal slopes, I discovered a 
connection between that concept and rotations on the coordinate plane. I could explain why 
parallel lines had the same slope, but never made this connection until last year. I just 
accepted that the perpendicular slopes are opposite reciprocals, and I think the explanation I 
gave was for slopes of 1 and -1. But here is my new realization: 
 
Let’s say you have the points (0, 0) and (2, 3) on the original line, that line would have a slope 
of 3/2, right? Well, let's take the same point (2, 3) and rotate it about the origin 90 degrees (in 
either direction, but for this I am going to rotate it clockwise because I like clockwise). The point 
is now (3, -2). Now, use that point and the origin, and the slope is -2/3, which is the opposite 
reciprocal of the original line (3/2). AND…perpendicular means that the lines intersect at a 90 
degree angle! I will also remember the rules for rotations as well because of this! It also works 
for 180 degrees because the point will be on the same line since a line is 180 degrees.  
 
This discovery was so cool and I hope, if you hadn’t seen it before, you found it interesting and 
a little beautiful.  
 

Meaghan Lewis 

Vice President, High School 

 
 Pre-Service Teachers 

 
Greetings, everyone! I hope you all had a wonderful first semester and are enjoying this much 
needed break! 
 
This past semester I decided to challenge myself by consistently implementing different 
learning activities. For one lesson, I used the Twizzlers Percentage Book by Jerry Pallotta to 
introduce percentages to my students. This book became the outline of the lesson and 
provided many problems for the students to solve. I provided Twizzlers for students to model 
their solutions, as well as to keep them engaged throughout the lesson. Some students even 
got to try licorice for the first time. Their reactions were priceless! To give students access to 
the book and the activities in the lesson, I used Nearpod, a resource to make lessons virtually 
interactive. Nearpod was especially useful for real-time data and giving students feedback. The 
Nearpod also gave students multiple ways to follow along with the book and made sure all of 
them could see what was on the page without having to come up to the front of the class. In 
this lesson, I found that even math class can incorporate literature, and it is a great way to keep 
students engaged for the entire lesson.  
 
I hope to see you all at the CTCTM Conference in January! 
 
Mallory Siemer 
Vice President, Pre-Service Teachers 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Twizzlers-Percentages-Book-Jerry-Pallotta/dp/0439154308/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FRZEMQKDJNAV&keywords=twizzlers+percentage+book&qid=1673388227&sprefix=twizzlers+percentage+boo%2Caps%2C340&sr=8-1
https://nearpod.com/


  

 
College and University 

 
Hello, and welcome to the spring semester! As I think about the three Rs we’ve been focusing 
on this academic year (Renew, Reconnect, Reimagine), I want to share with you a few 
opportunities you may want to consider in 2023. 
 
Local: CTCTM is the local affiliate of NCTM. Later this month, we hope to see you at the 
CTCTM Spring Conference. One resource that you can use year-round is our newsletters, 
which we post on our website at https://www.ctctm.net/. Circle back to look at the previously-
published newsletters at any time. I also hope you will consider encouraging your preservice 
teachers to apply for the CTCTM Preservice Teacher Scholarship. We will share more about 
this around the time of our CTCTM Spring Conference.  
 
State: TCTM is the state affiliate for NCTM. You can find grants, resources, and more on the 
TCTM website at https://www.tctmonline.org/. Note that TCTM offers grants for TCTM 
members and the Cynthia L. Schneider Mathematics Preservice Teacher Scholarship for 
preservice teachers attending a Texas college, Texas university, or approved Texas alternative 
certification entity.  
 
National: NCTM offers professional development, resources, grants, and more. Check out 
https://www.nctm.org/. Note the professional development resources page and the grant 
opportunities for preservice teachers on the grants and awards page. 
 
These are just three of the many organizations dedicated to mathematics teaching and 
learning. As you think about 2023, which of these resources or others do you want to explore? 
How can they help you to renew, reconnect, and reimagine your current work? I hope to see 
you at the CTCTM Spring Conference!  
 
 
 
Ryann Shelton  
Vice President, College and University 
 
 
 

https://www.ctctm.net/
https://www.tctmonline.org/
https://www.nctm.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We don't always know whether it is possible to 

write expressions for all the numbers from 1 to 100 

using only the digits in the current year, but it is fun 

to try to see how many you can find. This year may 

prove to be a challenge. NCTM offers great ideas 

for using this game in your classroom. More 

information about the rules of the game and 

activity sheets available at: 

 

https://www.nctm.org/yeargame 

Join your colleagues for the NCTM Virtual 

conference and share in the excitement and love 

of math! The exciting online platform provides 

opportunities for networking, small chat rooms, 

discussions with exhibitors, and much more! 

Go to: https://www.nctm.org/virtual2023/ 

 

 

 
2023 NCTM Annual Meeting & Exposition in Washington, DC 

October 25-28, 2023 
NCTM's Annual Meeting & Exposition is the premier professional development event for mathematics educators, from PreK-12 teachers 

to university professors. This event will feature hundreds of education sessions and provide a full range of program content, including 

learning opportunities, networking, and collaboration. 

https://www.nctm.org/annualmeeting/ 

 

Available Grants 
Apply for NCTM's Mathematics Education Trust 

grants, scholarships, and awards. Funding ranges 

from $1,500 to $24,000 and is available to help 

math teachers, prospective teachers, and other math 

educators improve the teaching and learning of 

mathematics. 

 
Application Deadline May 1, 2023 

More information available at 

https://www.nctm.org/Grants/ 

 

Keep Membership Up to 

Date 

 
If you are not an NCTM member, be sure to join 

today! If you are a member, be sure to keep 

your membership up to date, so that you do miss 

a single resource! 

 
$94 Essential Membership 

$149 Premium Membership 

$49 Emeritus Membership 

$49 Student Membership 

To learn more about what each option offers, go to 

https://www.nctm.org/Membership/ 

https://www.nctm.org/virtual2023/
https://www.nctm.org/Grants/
https://www.nctm.org/Membership/
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CTCTM 
One Bear Place #97314 

Baylor University 
Waco, TX 76798 

@CenTexCTM 
 

 

@Ctctm12 
 
 
https://www.facebook.com/
ctctm4U 
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Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
CTCTM Membership / Information Form 

 

All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources without the express written 

permission of the CTCTM Executive Council. 
 

First Name__________________________________    Last Name __________________________________ 

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________   State __________________   Zip _____________________ 

Name of School _______________________________    Your Position ______________________________ 

Home Phone (__________)_______________________   Work Phone (_________)_____________________ 

Preferred Email _________________________________________________ 

 

Are you a member of NCTM? (Circle)    yes    no    Are you a member of TCTM? (Circle)   yes    no 

Please join or renew your membership to NCTM online (www.nctm.org), using the pull-down menu to indicate 

that you are a member of CTCTM.  NCTM gives CTCTM a small portion ($3 - $5) of your membership, which 

really helps us. 

 

 
Please check one of the following:  Check those that best describe your level of involvement: 

School Type: ________ Public       ________ Teacher  ________ P-2 

           ________ Nonpublic    ________ Student  ________ 3-5 

        ________ Counselor  ________ 6-8 

        ________ Principal  ________ 9-12 

        ________ Supervisor  ________ University 

        ________ Other: ____________________________ 

 

Annual Dues:     Mail to:   Lianne Jones 

Regular Membership $15.00     Baylor University 

Student Membership $5.00     One Bear Place #97314 

Make check payable to CTCTM.     Waco, TX  76798 

        

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 

Date Entered/Renewed _________________________ Amount Paid ________________________ 

Membership Expiration ________________________ Acknowledgment Sent ________________ 

 

 

 

   
 

Members: Has your membership information changed? 

Contact Lianne Jones at Lianne_Jones1@Baylor.edu to update your information. 

 

http://www.nctm.org/
mailto:Lianne_Jones1@Baylor.edu

